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PREFACE. 

^ I "HHE  greater  part  of  Trufs-ma- 
i kers,  as  well  as  thofe  who  pro- 
fefs  to  remove  the  deformities  of  chil- 
dren, have  ufually  been  mere  mecha- 
nics ; people  of  this  defcription  can 
never  do  all  that  is  neceflary  for  pa- 
tients who  require  their  ailiflance, 
from  very  obvious  reafons;  they  muft 
therefore  be  guided  by  the  diredlions 
of  profeffional  men  ; but  the  furgeon 
can  feldom  direft  fuch  people  with 
fuccefs,  becaufe  their  want  of  know- 
ledge renders  them  incapable  of  com- 
prehending his  inftruftions  ; patients 
have  always  felt  the  inconveniencies, 
fometimes  the  fatal  confequences  of 
this  defe<?live  Hate  of  the  profeffion, 
which  can  only  be  obviated  by  uniting 
in  the  fame  perfon,  mechanical  ikill 
to  conftrudl:  the  neceffary  machines  in 
the  beft  manner,  and  anatomical 
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knowledge  fufficient  to  adapt  andapply 
them  to  the  peculiarities  of  each  cafe. 

Though  a certain  degree  of  ana- 
tomical knowledge  is  requiflte  in  this 
profeffion,  a man  may  be  fully  com- 
petent to  it,  without  being  able  to 
•praiStice  furgery  ; nor  fhould  the  two 
profeffions  be  confounded  with  each 
other,  on  this  account,  for  the  fame 
reafon  that  no  two  of  the  learned  pro- 
feffions  can  be  thought  the  fame,  be- 
caufe  fome  knowledge  of  the  dead 
languages  is  neceffary  to  each. 

If  we  confider  that  the  united  ef- 
forts of  all  tbofe  -who  have  ftudied. 
furgery,  have  not  yet  brought  that 
art  to  perfedion,  it  will  be  evident, 
that  any  man  who  wifhes  to  arrive  at 
erninence  in  it,  fhould  dedicate  all 
his.  time  to  that  alone  j while  the 

man 
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man  who  engages  in  the  other  profef- 
fion,  muft  be  fatisfied  with  a certain 
portion  of  liberal  knowledge,  and 
give  the  reft  of  his  time  to  the  praftical 
part  of  it ; who  ever  therefore  is  per- 
feftly  mafter  of  the  one,  ‘muft  be  de^ 
ficient  in  the  other ; and  indeed  it 
has  always  happened  that  thofe  who 
pretended  to  praflice  both,  have, 
when  examined  by  men  in  each  pro- 
feffion,  been  found  incapable  of  ei- 
ther. 

The  difference  between  thefe  pro- 
feffions  is  fo  evident,  that  no  man 
who  is  qualified,  or  defirous  to  arrive 
at  eminence  in  the  latter,  would  at- 
tempt to  encroach  upon  the  former 
profeffion;  but  the  major  part  of  thofe 
who  have  claimed  the  public  atten- 
tion, by  pretending  to  be  above  the 
mere  mechanic  have  adopted  tlie  title 

and 
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and  charader  of  furgeoa ; a title, 
which  if  confidered  as  it  relates  to 
them,  is  fynonimous  to  that  of  quack, 
becaufe  it  is  foreign  to  their  profeffion, 
and  only  affunied  to  fupport  an  ideal 
importance,  which  their  condud  has 
uniformly  proved  to  be  deftitute  of 
foundation. 

It  was  with  a wifh  to  avoid  each  of 
thefe  extremes,  and  a determination 
not  to  encroach  upon  the  chirurgical 
profeffion,  that  I applied  myfelf  to 
the  iludy  of  mine  ; the  refult  of  part 
of  that  iludy  I now  make  public ; it 
is  for  my  readers  to  determine  how  far 
I have  fucceeded  in  the  attempt.  I 
have  fearched  for  truth,  and  am  not 
confcious  of  having  deviated  from  it ; 
fhould  men  of  more  knowledge,  and 
greater  experience  prove  my  ideas  to 
be  erroneous,  my  future  endeavours 

will 
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will  be  exerted  to  corredt  and  improve 
them ; if  right,  to  carry  them  nearer 
perfedlion  ; but  whatever  may  be  the 
general  decilion  upon  this,  or  any 
other  produdion  of  mine,  I fhall  fub- 
mit  to  it  with  pleafure,  from  a con- 
vidion  that  the  fentence  of  the  candid 
will  always  be  juft. 

No.  84,  St.  Martin’s  Lane. 
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Although  the  deformities  of  chil- 
dren are  fo  frequent,  nothing  would 
be  more  ealily  prevented,  if  thofe  who  have 
the  care  of  them  would  treat  them  properly, 
and  follow  the  dldates  of  reafon,  inftead  of 
complying  with  abfurdities  that  can  only  be 
excufed,  becaufe  cuftom  has  made  them  ge- 
neral. 

To  remove  thefe  deformities  is  an  obje£l  of 
great  confequence,  as  not  only  their  appear- 
ance is  difagreeable,  but  by  impeding  the 
fanftlons  of  the  vifcera,  they  will  In  time 
deftroy  that  balance  of  the  conftltution  which 
is  fo  necelTary  to  health  and  longevity. 
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Long  experience  has  convinced  us,  that 
by  the  proper  ufe  of  various  inftruments 
we  may  remove  thefe  deformities ; but  the 
misfortune  has  been,  that  the  application  of 
inftruments  for  this  purpofe  has  generally 
been  left  to  ignorant  mechanics,  who,  by 
uling  the  fame  machine  on  very  different  oc- 
cafions,  have  fometimes,  I fear  too  often, 
produced  the  worft  confequences. 

Since  a gentleman  of  eminence  in  his  pro- 
feffion  has  publlftied  a fuccefsful  method  of 
treating  a particular  curvature  of  the  fpine, 
thofe  who  read  his  works  but  inattentively 
have  applied  his  objedtions  to  the  ufe  of  in- 
ftruments on  that  occafion,  to  the  ufe  of 
them  in  every  cafe ; Mr.  Pott  cenfures  the 
indifcriminate  and  very  improper  ufe  that  is 
daily  made  of  them,  Yet  thofe  who  have  de- 
formed children  generally  think  themfelves 
competent  judges  of  the  proper  methods  to 
remove  thofe  deformities,  and  purchafe  ma- 
chines which  they  have  feen  ufed  in  cafes 
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apparently  fimilar:  the  makers  of  thefe  in- 
ftruments  confider  them  as  an  article  of  trade, 
they  fell  them,  and  generally  are  ignorant 
of  the  confequences  of  mifapplying  them; 
we  cannot  therefore  be  furprifed  if  from  want 
of  judgment  on  one  fide,  and  ignorance  on 
the  other,  thefe  inftruments  ftiould  be  pro- 
duflive  of  ferlous.  injury : like  all  other  at- 
tempts to  cure,  they  will,  if  improperly  ap- 
plied, do  confiderable  mifchief,  and  when 
conduced  with  judgment  alone  have  their 
defired  efFe<9:. 

Some  of  thofe  Inftruments,  particularly 
that  of  Monf.  Vacher,  commonly  called 
Jones’s  Spinal  Machine,  muft,  from  the  de- 
feds  in  their  conftrudtion,  and  the  principles 
upon  which  they  ad,  have  a bad  effed,  if 
they  are  capable  of  producing  any : that 
machine  was  forced  into  pradice  before  its 
principles  of  adlon  and  probable  confe- 
queiices  were  conlidered  ; it  was  generally 
adopted,  till  it  was  found  not  to  fucceed ; 
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as  however  it  was  not  wholly  incapable  of 
improvement,  I ‘ adopted  the  principle  of 
Monf.  Vacher,  endeavoured  to  obviate  the 
defeds.  In  its  conftrudlon,  by  rendering  its 
a£lion  fimple  and  more  applicable  to  the  na- 
ture of  the  deformity,  fo  that  Its  ufe  can  ne- 
ver be  attended  with  any  ‘pernicious  confe- 
quences ; and  if  it  is  judicioufly  applied,  in 
proper  cafes,  it  muft  have  the  naoft  falutary 
efFeils. 

That  curvature  of  the  fpine,  which  ac- 
companies a paralyfis  of  the  lower  extremi- 
ties, was  till  lately  confounded  with  thofe 
diftortions  that  arife  from  very  different  caufes  ; 
it  was  treated  in  the  fame  manner,  but  that 
mode  of  treatment  was*  always  unfuccefsful : 
Mr.  Pott  firft  publifhed  an  account  of  the 
caufe  of  that  diforder,  and  a method  of  treat- 
ing it ; 'he  fays,  however,  the  curvature  and 
its  confequent  deformity  muft  always  remain; 
but  I hope  to  fhew  that  there  is  reafon  to 
fuppofe,  by  applying  the  above-mentioned 
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machine,  and  perfevering  in  the  life  of  it, 
that  this  curvature  of  the  Ipine,  and  every  de- 
gree of  deformity  in  confeqnence  of  it,  may 
be  entirely  removed,  or  at  lead:  confiderably 
diminifhed. 

The  bufinefs  of  this  Effay  will  therefore 
be  to  point  out  the  various  caufes  of  thefe 
deformities,  the  appearances  that  diftinguilh 
them  from  each  other,  the  defefts  in  the 
methods  of  treating  them,  the  improvements 
that  1 have  made  in  the  inftruments  neceffiry 
for  this  purpofe,  and  laftly,  I fhall  offer  thofe 
arguments  that  induce  me  to  think,  contrary 
to  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Pott,  that  every  degree 
of  deformity  may  be,  if  not  removed,  at 
lead:  in  a great  meafure  alleviated. 


Of  the  various  Caufes  and  different  Appearances 
of  the  Distorted  Spine. 

Persons  of  every  age  are  fubjedl  to  de- 
formities of  the  fpine,  but  they  arife  from 
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yarlpuS;  caufes,  and  their  effects  are  very  dif- 
ferent. It  is  of  the  utmoft  irnportance  to 
diftingylfh  them,  for  if  they  are  miftaken  for 
each  other,  and  improperly  treated  in  confe- 
quence  of  that  mlftake,  the  effedl  will  always 
be  pernicious,  fometimes  fatal. 

In  infants  and  very  young  children,  they 
are  generally  the  efFe£l  of  conftitutlonal  weak- 
nefs  ; In  this  cafe,  the  fplne  wanting  ftrength 
to  fupport  the  weight  of  the  parts  above, 
finks  under  the  prellure,  and  generally  bends 
direftly  outwards,  as  we  fee  in  thofe  who 
are  become  weak  through  age. 

In  children,  from  the  age  of  five  or  fix 
years,  till  they  arrive  at  maturity, the  deformity 
is  generally  caufed  by  the  indulgence  of  many 
idle  habits,  w^hich,  however  trifling  they 
may  appear,  are  In  reality  of  the  utmoft  con- 
fequence : fitting  av/ry  at  their  various  em- 
ployments, leaning  upon  elbow  chairs,  ta- 
bles, &c.  ftanding  continually  upon  one  leg 
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more  than  the  other,  and  many  fimilar  prac- 
tices, by  deftroying  that  equilibrium  which 
cxifts  between  all  the  parts  of  the  body,  will, 
at  the  time  children  are  growing,  occafion  the 
greateft  deformity. 

Deformities  are  alfo  frequently  caufed  at 
this  time  of  life,  by  the  ufe  of  various  parts 
of  drefs,  particularly  ftiff  flays  ; thefe  are  put 
on  to  improve  the  fhape,  but  they  always  have 
a contrary  effeft,  or  none  at  all : if  they*  are 
laced  fight,  they  muft  make  a dlfagreeable 
preffure  in  fome  of  the  bones  of  the  thorax, 
and  by  preffing  improperly  upon  thofe  parts, 
force  them  out  of  their  relative  fituatlon ; if 
they  are  laced  tight  in  the  lower  parts,  they 
mutt  comprefs  the  vifcera,  and  in  time  pro- 
duce very  bad  confequences ; and  if  they  are 
not  laced  tight,  they  muft  be  difagreeable  to 
the  wearer  and  anfwer  no  purpofe  : I have  feen 
fome  women  who  had  never  worn  flays,  and 
the  only  difference  to  be  perceived  between 
them  and  thofe  who  had  conflantly  worn 
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them  was,  that  they  were  not  only  void  of 
deformity,  but  better  fhaped  than  the  reft  of 
the  fex. 

■ . 

We  (hall  l^e  ftlll  more  convinced  of  this, 
if  WQ  confider  thofe  women  who  never  at- 
tempt to  Improve  their  fhape3 ; travellers 

have  frequently  remarked,  that  a deformed 

( 

perfon  Is  feldom  feen  among  thofe  people 
who  are  neareft  a ftate  of  nature  ; and  even 
among  the  lower  claffes  of  our  own  women 
we  rarely  meet  with  Inftances  of  deformity  : 
It  I^  only  by  ufing  fo  many  Improper  me- 
thods In  hopes  of  Improving  the  fhapes  of 
girls  that  fo  many  of  them  become  crooked ; 
whereas  the  perfons  of  boys,  being  left  en- 
tirely to  nature,  are  feldom  feen  either  de- 
formed or  even  difproportioned. 

I BELIEVE  that  every  attempt  to  improve 
the  natural  fhape  by  art  will  be  found  to 
have  a contrary  effe6l ; becaufe  when  there 
is  no  pofitive  defe£l,  if  thofe  methods  have 

any 
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any  power  at  'all,  they  muft  oblige  the  parts ' 
to  deviate  from  their  natural  lituation,  de- 
ftroy  the  lymmetry  that  exifted  between  all 
parts  of  the  body,  and  confequently  occafiou 
deformity  : but  where  there  is  a pofitive  de- 
feat, where  that  fymmetry  has  been  deftroyed 
by  accident,  if  the  patient  is  not  arrived  at 
maturity  and  the  deformity  become  perma- 
nent, we  may,  by  proper  treatment,  reftore 
the  parts  to  their  natural  fitutation,  and  ob- 
viate the  defed ; and  this  is  all  that  art  can 
cfFed* 


The  variety  of  deformities  arifing  from 
thefe  caufes  is  fo  great,  that  ’tis  impoffible  to 
be  particular  in  defcribing  them  all : the  fpine 
will  be  diftorted  into  every  fliape ; when 
viewed  behind  it  will  have  the  appearance  of 
a large  S ; it  will  fometimes  be  fo  diftorted, 
that  the  fplnal  proceffes  will  form  a femi- 
fpiral  line  inftead  of  a ftrait  one  : in  conle- 
quence  of  the  diftortion  of  the  fpine,  the  ribs 
\vill  be  nearer  to  each  other  on  one  fide,  and 
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at  a greater  diftance  on  the  other  than  when 
the  body  is  in  its  natural  ftate ; on  one  fide 
they  will  come  confiderably  more  forward, 
and  on  the  other  be  more  prominent  behind 
than  they  fhould  be  ; there  will  be  a dif- 
ference in  the  heigth  of  the  fhoulders,  and  in 
proportion  as  the  fpine  deviates  from  its  per- 
pendicular fituation,  the  hip  on  one  fide  will 
appear  more  prominent  than  on  the  other  : 
yet,  however  great  the  deformity  may  be,  if 
it  is  from  negligence  only,  it  may  be  entirely 
removed,  provided  the  proper  means  are  ufed 
before  the  patient  arrives  at  maturity  : if  neg- 
lefted  till  that  period  it  is  irremediable  ; the 
patient  muft  not  only  bear  with  the  difiigree- 
able  appearance  of  the  deformity,  but  if  the 
thorax  is  much  diftorted,  the  lungs  will  be 
compreffed,  the  adllon  of  the  other  vifcera  ob- 
jftruded,  and  by  means  of  that  obflruftion 
the  conftltutlon  will  be  gradually  deftroyed 
in  a few  years.  If  a confumption  Is  not  imme- 
diately produced  by  it. 
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Those  who  are  not  well  acquainted  with  the 
fubject  may  imagine,  that  a perfect  removal  of 
the  deformity  Is  not  fo  certain  as  I have  repre- 
fented  it  to  be  ; but  they  will  ceafe  to  think  fo, 
if  they  refled:,  that  this  diftortion  is  not  oc- 
cafioned  by  any  difeafe,  the  form  of  each  par- 
ticular  bone  is  not  altered ; the  bones  of  the 
trunk  are,  by  the  means  already  defcribed, 
dlfplaced  from  their  natural  and  relative  fitua- 
tion,  this  occafions  the  deformity  : if  there- 
fore the  patient  ceafes  to  indulge  thofe  habits, 
w^e  may,  before  he  arrives  at  maturity,  re- 
ftore  every  part  to  its  natural  ftate,  and  of 
courfe  no  deformity  will  remain. 

For  this  purpofe  we  need  only  oblerve  the 
operations  of  nature,  to  in^itate  and  aflift 
them  when  they  are  deficient  in  power : in 
cafes  of  diftortion  of  this  kind,  if  the  patient 
by  proper  attention  removes  the  caufe  of  it, 
they  ceafe  to  grow  worfe,  they  even  become 
fomething  better  without  afliftance  5 but  na- 
ture has  not  fufiicient  power  to  counterad 
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the  diftortion  without  affiftance ; if  therefore 
our  efforts  are  dlre£l:ed  to  encreafe  the  power 
nature  exerts  on  this  occafion,  we  fliall  gene- 
rally be  fucGefsful ; but  if  by  Injudicious 
treatment  we  counteraft  the  operations  of 
nature,  we  fliall  either  eftefl:  nothing  or  oc-* 

calion  greater  deformity  than  that  we  attempt 

> 

to  remove. 

There  is  another  diftortion  of  the  fpine 
which  is  found  in  adults  as  well  as  children  : 
it  differs  materially  from  thofe  already  de- 
feribed  in  its  appearances,  and  is  much  more 
dreadful  in  its  effeds. 

It  Is  caufed  by  a difeafe  which  deftroys 
part,  fometimes  the  whole,  of  one  or  more 
vertebi'iT,  produces  a curvature  in  the  fpine, 
and  great  deformity  of  the  body  in  confequence 
of  that  curvature  ; it  deprives  the  patient  of 
the  ufe  of  the  lower  extremities,  and  foon 
brings  on  certain  death,  if  not  prevented  by 
proper  chirurgical  treatment* 


It 


( 13  ) 

It  Is  not  eafily  dlftinguiflied  In  Infants 
from  that  kind  of  deformity  that  Is  the  ef- 
fect of  weaknefs,  becaufe,  as  they  never  have 
nfed  their  legs,  the  curvature  is  its  only  fymp* 
tom,  and  that  nearly  refembles  the  diftortlon 
that  Is  caufed  by  debility  : but  in  thofe  chil- 
dren who  have  already  walked  it  is  eafily 
known,  becaufe  at  the  time  the  curve  firfl 
appears,  they  are  wearied  by  very  little  ex- 
ercife,  their  legs  become  gradually  weaker, 
they  can  walk  but  a few  paces  without  reft- 
ing,  and  at  length  they  become  incapable  of 
motion. 

In  fome  cafes,  the  curve  is  confiderable  be- 
^ fore  the  limbs  are  much  affefted ; in  others, 
the  patient  is  almoft  entirely  deprived  of  the 
ufe  of  his  legs  before  the  curvature  of  the 
fpine  is  attended  to ; but  in  every  cafe  of  this 
kind,  the  appearance  of  the  curve  and  other 
fymptoms  are  fo  different  from  thofe  of  the 
other  diftortions  of  the  fpine,  that  an  atten- 
tive obferver  can  feldom,  if  ever,  miftakc 

them 
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them.  The  progrefs  of  this  dlfeafe  in  adults 
is  in  every  refpecl  the  fame  as  in  thofe  who 
have  not  arrived  at  maturity. 

While  the  real  caufe  of  this  curvature  and 
its  attendant  clrcumftances  was  unknown,  it 
was  treated  as  a common  diftortion  ; as  that 
mode  of  treatment  was  calculated  to  re- 
move what  did  not  exift,  it  was  always  un- 
fuccefsful,  and  generally  haftened  the  diffo- 
lutlon  of  the  patient : Mr.  Pott  was  the  firft 
who  publlihed  an  account  of  the  real  caufe  of 
this  diforder,  and  brought  into  pra£lice  a me- 
thod of  treating  it  that  has  been  fo  far  fuc- 
eefsful  as  to  remove  the  difeafe,  and  prevent 
its  fatal  effedts ; but  as  he  leaves  the  patient 
with  all  the  deformity  occafioned  by  the  dif- 
eafe, the  cure  is  ftill  imperfedl : I ihall 
hereafter  ftate  the  reafons  that  induce  me  to 
think  it  is  poflible  to  remove  every  degree  of 
deformity  occafioned  by  this  difeafe,  but  at 
prefent  confine  myfelf  to  the  other  diftor- 
tions  which  are  occafioned  by  the  deviation  of 

the 
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the  bones  of  the  trunk  from  their  natural 
and  relative  fituatlon,  and  which  may  be  en- 
tirely removed  by  reftoring  thofe  parts  to 
that  fituation. 

If  we  examine  the  ftruflure  of  the  Ikele- 
ton  we  (hall  fee,  that  the  bones  of  the  legs 
and  thighs  are  of  equal  length,  that  the  pel- 
vis is  compofed  of  feveral  bones  which  are  fo 
firmly  united,  that  they  are  incapable  of  al- 
teration in  point  of  form  or  fituation,  except 
in  very  young  children,  or  when  the  bones 
are  in  a difeafed  flate ; therefore  every  de- 
formity of  this  kind  muff  be  from  the  pelvis 
upwards : the  fpine  is  compofed  of  feveral 
vertebrae,  which  are  firmly  united,  but  at 
the  fame  time  capable  of  confiderable  motion  ; 
the  ribs  are  attached  by  pairs  to  their  par- 
ticular vertebrae,  they  have  no  motion  inde- 
dependant of  thofe  vertebrae,  and  they  are 
exailly  parallel  to  each  other,  while  the  fpine 
is  in  its  natural  fituation  : this,  if  I may  ufe 
the  expreffion,  is  the  foundation  of  that  uni- 
formity 
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formity  which  naturally  exlfts  between  all 
parts  of  the  body,  and  while  that  foundation 
remains  unaltered,  no  deformity  can  take 
place ; but  if  the  figure  of  the  fpine  is  al- 
tered, thofe  parts  that  are  immediately  con- 
nedled  with  it,  will  preferVe  their  fituation 
relative  to  the  vertebrae  they  are  attached  to, 
and  deviate  proportionably  from  their  natural 
lituation  with  regard  to  each  other  : thus 
a diftortion  of  the  fpine,  by  altering  the  fitua- 
tion of  the  ribs,  will  deform  the  whole  body  $ 
to  remove  therefore,  that  deformity^  all  our 
endeavours  muft  be  diredled  to  reftore  the 
fpine  to  its  proper  figure. 

To  effeft  this,  our  endeavours  muft  be  ex- 

I 

erted  upon  the  fpine  alone  ; every  part  of  the 
trunk  muft  be  left  at  liberty ; for  if  we  put 
the  leaft  reftraint  upon  the  body  in  its  de- 
formed ftate,  at  the  fame  time  that  we  endea- 
vour to  ftraiten  the  fpine,  we  (hall  either  ef- 
fect nothing,  or  by  retaining  the  body  in 
that  ftate  while  the  fpine  is  extended,  we  (hall 

force 
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force  thofe  parts  that  are  In  contact  with  the 
vertebrae  out  of  their  natural  fituatlon  ; thus, 
fuppofing  the  fpine  could  be  made  flralt  un- 
der thefe  circumftances,  each  pair  of  ribs,  in- 
ftead  of  being  parallel  to  each  other,  would 
be  higher  on  one  fide,  and  lower  on  the  other 
than  they  naturally  were  : this  deformity  will 
be  as  great,  audits  confequences  as  bad  as  the 
original  one,  and  it  v^ill  moreover  be  perma- 
nent, it  will  be  irremediable. 

There  Is  another  circumftance  to  be  con- 
fidered  upon  this  occafion  ; while  the  fpine 
is  eredl,  it  is  able  to  fupport  the  weight  of 
every  part  above  it,  but  when  it  is  much 
curved  it  cannot  do  fo ; its  ftrength  decreafes 
as  it  deviates  from  its  perpendicular  fituation  ; 
and  the  preffure  of  the  head,  and  ether  parts 
above  the  curve,  will  encreafe  that  deviation  : 
therefore  any  means  that  can  be  ufed  to  re- 
move this  deformity  \vith  a probability  of 
fuccefs,  mufl:  take  the  weight  of  the  head 
from  the  fpine,  it  mufi:  gradually  and  conti- 

D nually 
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nually  extend  the  fpine  till  it  becomes  per- 
fectly ftrait,  and  at  the  fame  time  leave  every 
part  connected  with  it  perfectly  at  liberty : if 
they  fail  in  any  of  thefe  points,  they  will 
generally  have  pernicious  confequences,  or 
at  lead;  be  ineffectual. 

I SHALL  now  proceed  to  enquire  whether 
the  methods  hitherto  ufed  are  calculated  to 
have  the  above-mentioned  effeCt. 


On  the  Machines  that  have  been  ufed  to  remedy 
the  Distorted  Spine,  and  their  DefeSis. 

THE  common  neck-fwing  has  been  mod 
ufed  for  this  purpofe:  it  is  generally  fixed  to 
the  ceiling,  the  patient  Is  fufpended  in  it  by 
the  head  as  long  as  they  can  bear  it,  which 
is  feldom  longer  than  half  an  hour ; this  may 
be  repeated  two  or  three  times  a day. 

■ The  action  of  this  machine  is  Ample  ; It 
is  exerted  upon  the  fpine  alone,  and  would 

always 
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always  be  fuccefsful,  if  it  could  be  conftantly 
ufed  : but  this  cannot  be ; as  it  is  fixed  to 
one  place  the  patient  muft  of  courfe  be  con- 
fined there,  and  if  (he  could  bear  to  be  con- 
ftantly in  it,  ftie  muft  neglect  every  other 
employment ; for  thefe  reafons  it  is  inconve- 
nient, and  if  the  fpine  is  much  diftorted,  the 
prelftire  of  the  parts  above  the  curve  during 
the  time  (he  is  not  in  the  fwing,  will  greatly 
retard  if  not  totally  counteract  the  benefit  ftie 
may  receive  fi*om  the  ufe  of  it* 

It  is  always  a defirable  object  to  remove  a 
deformity  of  this  nature  as  foon  as  poffible, 
and  patients  are  fometimes  fo  fituated,  that  if 
it  is  not  fpeedily  effected,  there  can  be  no  pro- 
bability of  a cure ; the  above-mentioned  de- 
fects then,  are  material  objeftions  to  the  ufe 
of  the  fwing  ; to  obviate  thofe  objections  and 
effect  a cure  as  foon  as  polfible,  a machine 
muft  be  conftructed  to  act  upon  the  fpine  in 
the  fame  manner  as  the  fwing,  but  it  muft 
be  made  portable,  and  fixed  upon  the  body 
D 2 fo 
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fo  that  the  patients  may  wear  it  conftantly, 
without  Impediment  to  their  exercife  or  other 
employment ; and  It  muft  likewlfe  be  fo  con- 
trived that  we  may  encreafe  or  dimlnifti  Its 

0 

power,  as  the  circumftances  of  the  cafe  may 
render  it  neceflary. 

A MACHINE  has  lately  been  much  ufed 
that  is  faid  to  have  the  above-mentioned  pro- 
perties, but  notwithftanding  its  appearance  is 
in  its  favor,  it  is  far  from  having  that  efFedt : 
numbers  of  them  have  been  made  by  a Mr. 
Jones,  who  calls  himfelf  the  Inventor  of 
them ; it  is  needlefs  for  me  to  examine  the 
foundation  of  his  claim  to  the  invention,  as 
I find  the  fame  machine  defcrlbed  In  the 
Memoir  es  de  V Ac adhnie  Roy  ale  de  Chirurgie  d 
Paris -y  It  Is  there  afcribed  to  a Monf.  Vacher, 
and  has  been  made  public  near  thirty  years , 
I fhal],  therefore  enquire  into  the  flrufture 
and  pretended  effefts  of  this  machine,  as  I 
find  it  defcrlbed  in  that  work. 

* i. 

! Mons. 
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Mons.  Vacher  fays,  My  principal  oW 
je£l  is  to  counteract  the  diftortion,  by  a 
gradual  and  conftant  extention  of  the  Ipine ; 
the  methods  hitherto  ufed  have  been  inef- 
fedlual,  but  th.ofe  I now  prefeit  to  the 
Academy  will  always  be  fuccefsful,  if 
ufed  with  proper  caution,  and  in  jiroper 
cafes. 

“To  prove  this  I muft  obferve,  that  a 
“ flender  flick  will  fupport  a confiderable 
“ weight  when  eredt,  but  when  it  is  bent^ 
“ finks  under  it  immediately ; it  is  the  fame 
“ with  the  Ipine ; when  once  its  naturd 
“ form  is  altered,  whatever  may  be  the 
“ caufe  of  that  alteration,  the  weight  of  the 
“ head  and  other  parts  above  the  curve  will^ 
by  depreflang  it,  encreafe  the  deformity, 
“ particularly  in  young  children  : to  remedy 
“ this  evil,  we  mufl  reflore  the  vertebrae  to 
“ their  natural  fituation,  and  keep  them  fo 
“ by  fupporting  the  Ipine,  till  it  has  acquired 
^ ftrength 
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ftrengtii  to  refift  a force  that  would  other- 
wife  increafe  the  curvature.” 


After  mentioning  various  other  methods 
lifed  to  remedy  this  diftortlon,  and  the  de»- 
fefts  of  thofe  methods^  he  proceeds  to  de- 
fcrlbe*  his  own  ; which  confifts  of  a pair 
of  ftrong  whale-bone  flays,  made  to  lace 
before,  inflead  of  behind  ; a fmall  brafs  or 
iron  plate  is  to  be  fixed  on  the  middle  of 
the  back  ; through  twoflaples  fixed  to  this 
plate  what  he  calls  the  arbre  ftifpenfoire  is 
to  "pafs  ; this  is  a long  piece  of  fteel  that 
pafles  from  the  forehead  along  the  back 
of  the  head  through  thefe  flaples  and  down 
td^  the  bottoni  of  the  back  ; the  upper  part 
is  to  be  bound  to  the  head  by  means  of  a 

Monf.  V acher  has  employed  feveral  pages  in  de- 
^fGribing  his  machine;  it  was  his  intention  to  give  mi- 
nute inftruclions  to  the  workman;  it  is  therefore  unne- 
'cefiary  for  me  to  tranflate  the  whole  pallage ; a concife 
account  of  it  is  fufficient,  as  it  is  now  fo  well  known 
that  almofl  every  perfon  has  feen  it ; thofe  who  have  not 
I refer  tO‘ the  annexed  plate,  fig.  i. 
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cap  and  bandage,  which  he  defcrlbes  very 
minutely^.  When  this  apparatus  is  to  be 
ufed,  the  upper  part  is  to  be  faftened  to  the 
head,  the  flays  are  to  be  laced  as  tight  as 
poflible  upon  the  body,  the  arl^re  JuJpen^ 
foire  is  then  to  be  gradually  raifed,  and  a 
little  Ip  ring  made  to  fall  into  fome  notches 
in  the  lower  parts  will  prevent  its  return. 

By  this  means,  Mr.  Vacher  tells  us,  the 
fpine  will  be  extended  till  it  becomes  quite 
ftrait ; he  concludes  faying,  The  advan- 
tages  of  this  machine  are  manifeft;  it  extends 
to  the  fpine  as  much  and  for  as  long  time 
as  is  neceffary  ; the  patient  may  take  exer- 
cife,  or  follow  any  employment  ^ it  does 
not  prevent  children  from  dancing,  draw- 
ing,  or  writing  ; there  are  many  who  are 
obliged  to  wear  them  in  bed  nor  does  it 
‘‘  incommode  them  in  the  leaft,’^ 

* It  is  needlefs  to  tranferibe  this  part  of  his  descrip- 
tion, as  that  part  of  his  invention  is  now  difufed.  See 
fig.  a. 
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Mons.  Vacmer  congratulated  himfelf upon 
the  great  fuccefs  of  his  machine  ; it  is  not 
for  me  to  queftion  his  veracity;  but  I am 
authorifed  by  the  e:xperience  of  feveral  gen-  ^ 
tlemen  of  the  faculty,  as  well  as  by  thofe 
cafes  that  have  come  under  my  own  obfer- 
vation,  to  fay,  that  it  has  been  unfuccefsful 
in  the  majority  of.  thofe  cafes  it  has  been  ap-  * 
plied  to  in  London,  and  in  many  highly  per- 
nicious* 

Those  who  have  fuffered  by  its  defefts,  or 
been  witneffes  to  its  bad  confequences,  have 
attributed  its  want  of  fuccefs  to  various  caufes, 
particularly  the  ignorance  of  the  perfon  who 
fuperintended  the  ufe  of  it ; thefe  objedions 
may  be  well  founded  ; with  thofe  who  are 
acquainted  with  the  circumftances  that  firlt 
brought  it  into  pradicc  in  London,  they  will 
have  confiderable  weight,  but  it  will  be  need- 
left  for  me  to  bring  them  to  fupport  my  ar- 
guments, as  the  pernicious  confequences  of 

this 
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this  machine  may  be  fufficlently  accounted 
for  by  the  defeds  in  its  conftrudion. 

It  will  be  evident,  that  this  machine  is  cal- 
culated to  encreafethe  diftortion,  or  at  leaft  re- 
tain the  body  in  its  deformed  ftate,  if  the 
above  account  of  the  caufes  and  efFeds  of  the 
diftortion  is  adverted  to  : deformities  of  this 
kind  are  frequently  caufed  only  by  wearing 
r:.tight>  ftays  ;r  a pair  of  ftrong  ftays,  laced  as 
-'  tight  as  poffible  upon  the  body,  is  the  very 
bafis  of  this  machine  : when  the  Ipine  is  dif- 
f torted,  the  vertebrae  have  departed  from  their 
. relative  fituation  ; the  bones  of  the  thorax 
-Ythave.  prefer ved  their  fituation  relative  to  the 
particular  vertebrae  they  are  attached  to,  but 
have  departed  from  their  natural  fituation  re- 
lative to  each  other ; this  alone  occafions  the 
deformity. 

In  order  to  remove  this  deformity,  a power 
muft  be  exerted  upon  the  Ipine  alone,  to  re- 
ftore  the  vertebrae  to  their  natural  and  rela- 

E tive 
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tlve  fituation  ; if  this  is  done  without  laying 
any  reftraint  upon  the  other  parts,  the  defor- 
mity will  be  entirely  obliterated  : to  make 
Monf.  Vacher’s  machine  have  any  effedt,  the 
flays  muft  be  laced  tight,  this  will  retain  the 
body  in  Its  deformed  flate,  the  machine  is 
then  to  be  raifed'  to  extend  the  fpine ; it  is 
evident  then,  that  It  poffeffes  a two-fold  ac- 
tion ; to  produce  any  effedl  they  muft  both 
be  exerted ; if  both  are  exerted,  they  muft 
counteradl  each  other,  and  occafion  bad  con- 
fequences  ; the  vertebras  may  be  reftored  to 
their  relative  fituation,  but  the  ribs  will  be 
diftorted'  from  their  fituation  relative  to  the 
vertebrae,  becaufe  the  preflTure  of  the  flays 
retains  the  whole  mafs  in  its  original  de- 
formed ftate. 

Thus  it  will  either  produce  no  effedl  at  all, 
or  it  will  remedy  a curable  deformity,  by 
fubftituting  one  in  its  ftead  that  will  be  per- 
matent,  that  will  be  irremediable ; this  is 
not  a matter  of  fpeculatlon,  it  has  been  the 

cafe 
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cafe  feveral  times,  and  many  may  be  found 
who  are  melancholy  proofs  of  the  bad  efFedts 
of  this  machine  ; but  it  will  be  needlefs  for  me 
to  mention  particulars,  as  I think  every  one 
who  Is  acquainted  with  the  ftrudlure  of  the 
body  muft  fee  that  this  will  generally  be  the 
efFeft  produced  by  it. 


It  cannot  even  extend  to  the  fpine  effec- 
tually ; becaufe  the  fupport  it  is  faid  to  have 
from  the  pelvis  is  by  no  means  lb  perma- 
nent as  it  is  fuppofed  to  be  : it  is  well  known 
the  ftrongeft  whalebone  eafily  bends,  and  is 
rendered  Hill  more  pliable  by  heat ; when  the 
flays  are  laced  on,  they  are  foon  moulded  to 
the  exadl  lhape  of  the  body  by  the  warmth  they 
contradf  by  being  in  contaft  wdth  it ; therefore, 
when  the  machine  is  raifed  they  bend  under 
the  prelTure  iiiftead  of  fupporting  and  extending 
the  fpine ; thus  while  the  patient  and  the 
operator  imagine  they  are  making  great  pro- 
grefs  towards  a cure,  becaufe  the  machine  is 
2 z con-^ 
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confiderably  railed,  they  are  in  hdc  increafing 
the  deformity: 

Mons.  Vacher  feemed  confcious  of  this 
defcdt,  as  he  diredled  his  machine  to  be  put 
upon  turn-ftays,  and  ordered  them  to  be 
turned  at  leaft  every  other  day,  that  they 
might  not  conform  to  the  fliape  of  the  body 
inftead  of  reftoring  that  to  its  natural  ftate  : 
I leave  the  intelligent  reader  to  determine 
whether  that  expedient  will  have  the  defired 
efFeft. 

I SHOULD  pofllbly  never  have  examined 
this  machine  fo  attentively,  if  I -had  not  fre- 
quently been  told  by  patients,  as  well  as  their 
friends,  that  they  often  became  worfe,  in- 
ftead of  better,  by  the  ufe  of  it : it  feemed 
improbable  that  any  thing  ufed  as  a remedy 
Ihould  fo  often  have  corifequences,  fo  oppofite 
to  its  intention  ; I therefore  could  not  credit 
the  ajfertion ; but  after  an  attentive  enquiry 
into  the  ftrudture  of  the  parts,  and  the  ac- 
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tion  of  the  machine,  I am  convinced  that 
thefe  frequently  have  been,  and  generally  will 
be  Its  effeds ; and  therefore  the  ufe  of  It  Is 
very  injurious  inftead  of  beneficial  to  the  pa- 
tient. 

There  Is  another  objection  made  to  this 
inflrument,  which  is  certainly  founded  ia 
reafon,  though  I have  never  known  it  pro- 
duce the  effed:,  faid,  by  thofe  who  make  that 
objedion,  to  be  the  confequenee  of  ufing  it : 
It  is,  that  by  the  preflure  and  tight  lacing  of 
the  flays,  the  pelvis  may  be  diflorted,  and  the 
moft  dreadful  confequences  to  females  may 
enfue  from  that  diflortion : if  an  uniform 
preflure  was  efFeded  upon  all  parts  of  the  pel- 
vis, this  could  not  take  place;  but  if  it  is 
confidered  that  in  ufing  this  machine,  a con- 
fiderable  preflure  will  be  made  only  upon  the 
fuperior  and  projeding  parts  of  the  illlum  on 
both  Tides,  that  this  preflure  muft  continually 
be  repeated  and  encreafed,  it  will  appear  pro- 
bable that  if  this  machine  is  ufcd  before  the 

bones 
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bones  of  the  pelvis  are  perfed  and  firmly 
united,  the  above  efFeds  may  be  the  confe- 
quence  of  ufing  it. 

A GENTLEMAN  of  eminence  in  the  faculty 
has  told  me,  he  never  a'ecommends  this  ma- 
chine, becaufe  in  two  cafes  he  has  feen  the 
lumbal  abfcefs  caufed  by  the  ufe  of  it : this 
objedion  does  not  appear  to  me  to  be  well 
founded ; becaufe,  if  the  preflure  of  the  ma- 
chine would  caufe  the  lumbal  abfcefs,  it  is 
probable  that  in  the  number  of  cafes  it  has 
been  applied  to,  it  would  have  produced  that 
efFed  in  more  than  two  inftances.  Mr.  Pott 
fays  that  curvature  he  treats  of,  is  the  efFed  of 
a fcrophulous  conftitution,  that  the  lumbal 
and  pfoas  abfcefTes  are  frequently  produced 
from  the  fame  caufe,  and  therefore  when 
‘‘  we  ufe  thefe  terms,  w^e  Ihould  be  underftood 
“ to  mean  only  a defcription  of  the  courfe 
which  fuch  matteri  has.purfued  in  its  way 
outward,  or  the  place . where  it  makes  its 
appearance  externally  j the  terms  really 
, meaning 
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meaning  nothing  more,  nor  conveying  any 
precife  idea  of  the  nature,  feat,  or  origin  of 
a diftemper  fubjeft  to  great  variety,  and 
from  which  variety  its  very  different  fymp- 
toms  and  events,  in  different  fubjefts,  can 
alone  be  accounted  for,”  He  likewlfe  fays 
that  ‘‘  contrary  to  the  general  opinion,  a ca- 
ries  of  the  fpine  is  more  frequently  a caufc 
than  an  effefl:  of  thefe  abfcefles.”  It  is 
therefore  not  probable  that  the  lumbal  ab- 
fcefs  in  the  two  abovementioned  cafes  was  oc- 
cafioned  by  the  preffure  of  the  machine. 


-'f  Defcrtption  of  the  improved  Machine  and  its 
Advantages. 

A MACHINE  that  will  have  the  effed 
afcribed  to  that  of  Monf.  Vacher  would  be  a 
moft  defirable  acquifition,  as  It  w^ould  remove^ 
every  deformity  of  the  body  more  effedually 

than 
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than  any  method  that  has  been  praftifed  be- 
fore ; but  his  machine  is  very  defedlive,  I have 
fliewn  that  It  will  not  only  be  unfuccefsful, 
but  frequently  have  pernicious  confequences  ; 
it  now  remains  for  me  to  dcfcribe  the  im- 
provements that  will  obviate  thofe  defedts,  and 
make  It  produce  the  defired  effedl. 

'For  this  purpofe,  the  machine  muft  take 
the  weight  of  every  fuperior  part  from  the 
Ipine  ; it  muft  extend  the  fpine,  and  at  the 
fame  time  leave  every  part  between  the  pelvis 
and  the  head  entirely  at  liberty  : the  machine, 
therefore,  is  to  have  a firm  hold  of  the  head, 
a certain  fupport  from  the  pelvis,  and,  when 
fixed  to  thofe  parts,  it  muft  be  capable  of  an 
extenfion  till  the  fpine  is  become  ftraight,  and 
all  thofe  parts  which  are  attached  to  it  are  re- 
ftored  to  their  natural  and  relative  fituation. 

To  effedl  this,  I fliall  retain  all  the  upper 
part  of  the  machine  with  the  fwing,  fee  fig.  2. 
but  inftead  of  fixing  it  upon  flays,  which  muft 
V always 
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t^lways  ehcreafe  the  deformity,  the  ftaples 
through  which  the  upper  part  of  the  machine 
is  to  pafs,  muft  be  fafteried  to  a fteel  plate,  that 
defcends  from  nearly  the  middle  of  the  back, 
to  the  pelvis,  which  it  muft  fit  exadly^  and 
be  put  on  ill  fuch  a manner  that  it  will  never 
alter  its  fituation  : by  this  means  we  have  a 
firm  hold  of  the  head  and  pelvis,  by  extending 
the  machine  the  Ipine  will  be  gradually 
ftraitened,  and  as  there  is  nothing  to  hinder 
the  other  parts  from  preferving  their  fituation, 
relative  to  the  vertebrae  they  are  attached  to, 
the  extenfion  of  the  fpine  will  effeftually  re^ 
move  every  degree  of  deformity  in  the  body^ 

The  laft  mentioned  part  of  the  machine 
muft  be  made  to  reft  upon  the  pelvis  from  the 
fuperior  and  anterior  parts  of  the  ilium  on  one 
fide,  round  the  pofterior  part  of  the  pelvis,  to 
the  fuperior  and  anterior  parts  of  the  ilium  on 
the  other,  and  faftened  fecurely  before  ; 'f  by 

F its 

f It  may  be  objefted  that  I have  riot  deferibed  this  part 
of  the  machine  fufficiently  to  enable  a workman  to  make 

one 
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Its  being  made  to  the  fliape  of  the  pelvis  It 
preffes  equally  on  all  parts,  and  the  pelvis  will 
bear  the  preffiire  neceffary  to  fupport  the  fplne, 
without  yielding  to  it : this  machine  will  be 
extended  by  flowxr  degrees  than  Vacher’s,  but 
every  time  It  is  extended  we  fhall  be  certain  of 
having  made  fome  progrefs  towards  a cure, 
which  is  not  the  cafe  with  the  other. 

As  the  dlftortion  of  the  fplne  is  In  no  two 
cafes  exaftly  the  fame,  the  form  of  this  part 
of  the  machine  muft  neceflarlly  be  different  in 

every 


one  ftom  it : — I have  ptirpofely  avoided  doing  fo,  becaufc 
I have  found  that  a common  workman  could  not  make 
it  properly  with  all  the  inilru£lions  I could  give  him  ; 
ivritten  direftions  cannot  be  fo  explicit  as  verbal  ones : 
if  fuch  a defeription  was  given  the  ignorant  part  of  t.hc 
profeffion  would  attempt  to  make  them  ; they  would  not 
fucceed,  but  by  making  them  improperly  and  applying 
them  in  the  fame  manner,  they  Would  produce  bad  con- 
fequences,  which  might  be  attributed  to  the  machine, 
inftead  of  the  imperfedl  method  of  making  and  applying 
it:  therefore  I have  fufficiently  explained  the  principles 
upon  which  it  adls,  the  plate  will  give  a better  idea  of 
the  machine,  but  I can  only  be  anfw'erable  for  the  effeft 
of  fuch  as  are  made,  as  well  as  applied  by  myfelf. 
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every  cafe,  becaufe  It  muft  be  made  to  the  ex- 
ad:  fhape  of  the  pelvis ; It  muft  be  fo  con- 
ftruded  that  it  may  fupport  the  upper  parts, 
and  at  the  fame  time  never  come  in  con  tad 
with  the  diftorted  fpine  : in  fbme  cafes  there- 
fore it  may  be  made  upright  like  fig.  4 ; in 
others,  when  the  curve  is  diredly  outward^, 
it  muft  be  made  double  to  give  the  neceflary 
fupport,  and  avoid  preffure  upon  the  fpine  : 
in  fhort,  it  is  impoffible  to  deferibe  every  va- 
riation that  will  be  neceflary  in  this  part  of 
the  machine,  as  every  cafe  is  different  from 
the  reft,  it  is  only  by  feeing  thofe  cafes  that 
the  machines  can  be  adapted  to  their  peculia- 
rities. 

This  machine  is  to  appearance  more  com- 
plex, but  its  adlon  is  more  fimple  than  that 
of  Vacher,  and  it  will  be  more  certain,  as 
well  as  more  beneficial  in  its  operation  : its 
fuperiority  is  great  in  many  refpeds  ; it  ex- 
tends the  fpine  more  effedually,  though  by 
flower  degrees,  than  Vacher’s,  and  as  it  forms 
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no  improper  preflu  re  upon  any  part  connefted 
with  the  fpinc,  the  deformity  mufl:  be  removed 
in  confequence  of  that  extenfion ; or,  fliould 
it  prove  ineffedlual  iu  fome  cafes,  the  patients 
will  be  no  worfe  when  they  lay  it  afide,  than 
when  they  began  to  ufe  it ; the  confequence 
of  ufing  Vacher’s  machine  has  often  been  very 
difierent. 

There  is  but  one  objeftion  that  can  he 
made,  with  the  appearance  of  reafon,  to  the 
ufe  of  this  machine,  which  is  the  danger  of 
diftorting  the  pelvis ; this  feems  to  me  to  be 
groundlefs,  becaufe  fuch  diftortion  can  only 
be  caufed  by  an  unequal  preflure  on  the  pro-^ 
minent  parts  of  the  pelvis,  before  the  bones 
which  compofe  it  are  firmly  united  : that  part 
of  the  improved  machine  which  is  to  be  fixed 
upon  the  pelvis,  mufl:  be  made  to  fit  it  exactly  5 
the  materials  of  which  it  is  made  are  incapa- 
ble of  alteration  in  point  of  form  ; for  this 
reafon,  when  properly  conftruded,  it  will  be 
^ counterpart  to  the  pelvis,  its  prelTure  will  be 
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equal  upon  every  part,  if  therefore  that  pref- 
fure  will  diftort  the  pelvis,  it  cannot  be  by  al-*- 
tering  the  relative  lituatioit  of  the  bones  which 
compofe  it,  but  it  muft  force  the  whole  out 
of  its  natural  htuation  ; an  event  that  will  not 
often  take  place,  if  it  ever  does. 

After  all  that  can  be  laid  upon  this  fubje^l,  ' 

the  diftortion  of  the  pelvis  by  thefe  machines, 

feems  to  be,  fortunately  for  patients,  a fubjedt 

of  {peculation,  rather  than  matter  of  fadt : it  is 

common  among  thofe  who  are  deformed  in 

confequence  of  difeafe,  or  foftnefs  in  the  bones; 

it  may  be  produced  by  the  preflTure  of  thefe 

♦ 

inflruments,  if  they  were  applied  to  very 
young  children,  before  the  bones  had  ac- 
quired any  degree  of  flrength  ; but  this  efFedt 
will,  I believe,  feldom  if  ever  be  produced  at 
the  time  it  would  be  advifable  to  apply  them  : 
we  find  that  among  all  thofe  diflortions  of  the 
body  that  are  caufed  by  improper  preffure,  no 
alteration  of  the  form  of  the  bones  has  taken 
place,  though  the  bones  of  the  thorax  are 

weaker 
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weaker  than  thofe  of  the  pelvis ; fuppofing  It 
probable  that  the  preffure  of  any  machine 
fliould  produce  diftortion  of  the  pelvis,  Va- 
cher’s  machine  would,  from  the  method  of 
applying  it,  have  that  effeft,  and  do  confider- 
able  mifehief  before  it  was  dlfcoverable  ; but 
on  the  contrary,  if  the  improved  machine 
could  have  that  efFeft,  the  diftortion  would  be 
vifible  upon  a fuperficlal  examination : the 
imperfedions  of  Vacher’s  inftrument  are  nu- 
merous, but  this  cannot  be  added  to  the 
number ; for  though  it  has  been  applied  in 
many  cafes,  it  has  not  been  known  to  pro- 
duce that  efFed  in  one  ; and  as  the  improved 
machine  Is  even  lefs  liable  to  diftort  the  pelvis 
than  the  other  ; It  is  on  that,  as  well  as  every 
Other  account,  to  be  preferred  to  It. 
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On  the  different  Methods  of  treatment  that  ari 
necejfary  to  remove  thefe  Deformities  under 
various  Circumfances. 

THESE  deformities,  like  all  difeafes  tliat 
are  different  in  their  caufes,  and  from  the  cir-* 
cumftances  of  thofe  who  are  afflldled  with 
them,  require  that  the  methods  of  treating 
them  fhould  be  varied  to  fult  each  particular 
cafe  ; it  is  therefore  impoflible  to  fugged:  any 
method  that  will  be  fo  general  as  to  be  equally 
applicable  to  all  cafes ; but  thofe  who  attempt 
to  remove  thefe  deformities,  and  are  not  well 
acquainted  with  their  origin,  and  efFe£tr,  will 
frequently  make  ufe  of  improper  methods, 
and  do  their  patients  the  mod:  ferious  In- 
jury. 

This  profeffion  has  been  too  generally  fol- 
lowed by  ignorant  mechanics,  or  prefuming 
quacks  f thefe  men  are  not  acquainted  with 

or 

* I hope  this  will  not  be  underftood  as  a general  cen- 
fure  upon  the  profeffion,  it  is  well  known  that  ftaynia-^ 

kers 
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or  capable  of  obfervlng  thofe  minute  circum^ 
fiances  that  dlftinguifti  cafes  apparently  the 
fame,  from  each  other  : they  know  that  ma- 
chines are  ufed  to  remove  thefe  deformities, 
they  hear  that  fome  particular  machine  has 
been  ufed  with  fuccefs,  and  therefore  think 
themfelves  authorlfed  to  make  ufe  of  it  on 
every  occafion,  nor  do  they  ever  confider  that 
it  may  be  proper  in  fome  cafes,  but  in  others 
it  may  be  mifapplied,  and  confequently  very 
prejudicial* 

The  dlftinguilhing  circumftances  of  thefe 
cafes  ,are  not  to  be  eafily  defcribed,  a know- 
ledge of  them  is  only  to  be  acquired  by  atten- 
tive obfervation,  which  the  generality  of  thofe 
who  undertake  to  cure  them,  think  it  too 
much  trouble  to  acquire,  they  carry  this  con- 
tempt of  acquired  knowledge  ftill  further,  I 

have 

kers,  &c.  fbldiers,  have  forced  themfelves  into  it  and  been 
countenanced  till  their  conduct  has  proved  their  igno- 
rance, and  they  have  funk  into  their  original  obfeurity  ; 
thefe  are  certainly  proper  objedts  of  cenfurc* 
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have  fometimes  known  them  treat  patients 
with  a degree  of  impropriety,  that  feemed  tq 
have  been  ftudied  to  injure  them ; to  prevent 
tliis  at  leaft,  I will  endeavour  to  defcribe  the 
treatment  neceffary  to  patients  at  particular 
periods  of  life,  obferving  at  the  fame  time, 
that  many  cafes  will  require  fome  variation  of 
the  treatment  here  laid  down,  but  thefe  only 
form  particular  exceptions,  to  what  is  meant 
to  be  a GENERAL  rule:  ^ 

In  infants,  or  very  young  children,  if  the 
curvature  is  not  from  caries  in  the  bone,  the 

' f 

cold  bath,  ftrengthening  medicines,  and  much 
exercife,  are  the  only  means  to  be  ufed  to  re- 
move the  deformity,  becaufe  if  it  is  only  the 
effefb  of  weaknefs,  thofe  medicines  will 
by  ftrengthening  the  conftitution  prevent  the 
farther  increafe  of  it ; and  as  the  diftortion  is 
feldom  great,  it  will  be  confiderably  dimi- 
nifhed  if  not  entirely  obliterated  as  the  child 
acquires  ftrength  and  increafes  in  fize ; it  is 
befides,  impoffible  to  ufe  any  other  remedy  at 
G that 


that  period,  as  no  machine  k then  to  be  re- 
commended for  many  reafons,  even  if  child- 
ren of  that  age  could  bear  them  at  all ; and  if 
they  do  not  out-grow  the  deformity,  there  w^ill 
be  fufficient  time  to  eradicate  it  after  the  pa- 
tient has  acquired  ftrength  enough  to  bear 
the  application  of  proper  machines,  and  before 
they  arrive  at  maturity. 

For  children  under  thefe  circumftances,  I 
fhould  recommend  a continuation  of  the  fame 
methods,  without  the  ufe  of  any  machine 
whatever,  even  till  they  have  attained  the  age 
of  eight  or  nine  years ; becaufe  children  whofe 
conftitutlons  are  naturally  weak,  or  who  may 
have  become  fo  by  improper  treatment,  may 
not  have  acquired  ftrength  to  fupport  the 
preffure  of  the  proper  machines  ; even  the 
probability  of  diftorting  the  pelvis  fliould  be 
avoided,  and  we  had  better  take  the  leaft  ex- 
peditious miethod  to  rem.ove  the  firft  deform- 
ity, than  be  in  danger  of  incurring  the  fecond, 
particularly  as  the  other  methods  may  be  fuc- 

ccfsfully 
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Cefsfully  exerted  when  there  is  not  the  leaft 
probability  of  danger,  and  every  deformity  be 
removed  before  the  patient  arrives  at  maturity. 


But  when  a deformed  perfon  is  farther  ad- 
vanced in  life,  it  becomes  of  the  utmoft  con- 
fequence  to  reftore  their  lhape  as  foon  as  pof- 
lible ; for  if  the  leaft  diftortion  remains  when 
they  arrive  at  maturity,  it  becomes  fixed,  and 
is  from  that  period  irremediable : to  prevent 
this  the  patient  fliould  conftantly  wear  the 
improved  fpinal  machine;  fhe  Ihould  even 
fleep  in  it ; particular  attention  fhould  be  paid 
to  the  manner  in  which  Ihe  lies,  and  befides, 
ftie  fhould  frequently  ufe  the  neck  fwing, 
which  in  this  cafe  will  contribute  to  remove 
the  deformity. 

By  proper  attention,  and  perfeverance  In 
the  ufe  of  thefe  machines,  we  fhall  generally 
be  enabled  to  remove  every  degree  of  deform- 
ity, and  In  a fhort  time  ; or,  if  a cure  fhould 
not  be  effefted,  the  patient  will  at  the  worft, 
G 2 be 
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be  left  In  the  fame  ftate  (he  was  In,  before  any 
attempt  was  made  to  remove  the.  deformity ; 
the  remedy  applied  was  fuited  to  the  nature  of 
the  diforder ; want  of  efFeft  was  its  only 
fault,  the  beft  remedies  will  fometimes  fail, 
and  wc  (hall  even  then  have  the  fatisfac- 
tion  to  reflect,  that  having  afted  with  pro- 
priety, and  exerted  all  the  power  we  were  pof- 
felTed  of,  to  relieve  the  patient,  we  are  not 
cenfurable  for  want  of  fuccefs : but  when 
ignorant  men  have  rafhly  undertaken  what 
they  are  unable  to  perform,  whon  they  have 
ufed  means  that  are  calculated  to  Increafe,  ra- 
ther than  remove  the  deformity,  and  when 
they  fee  the  bad  confequences  of  thofe  appli- 
cations, they  muft  not  only  regret  the  want 
of  fuccefs,  but  if  they  have  any  feeling,  they 
muft  retire,  (lung  with  refledting  that  they 
have  wantonly  increafed  the  misfortunes  of 
human  nature ; and  that  through  their  mlf- 
management  their  patients  have  not  only  be- 
corne  worfe,  but  have  irrecoverably  loft  that 

time  by  llftenlng  to  their  promifes,  which  if 

properly 
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properly  employed,  might  have  removed 
every  deformity,  and  averted  thofe  evils  that 
muft  be  the  confequence  of  them. 

Those  whofe  Intereft,  or  whofe  prejudices 
induce  them  to  diffuade  patients  from  ufing 
thefe  inftruments,  have  alTerted,  that  they 
are  painful  to  bear,  and  that  It  requires  an  un* 
common  (hare  of  fortitude  to  fubmit  to  them  ; 
others  have  obje£ted  to  the  difagreeable 
ance  of  thefe  machines ; the  former  of  thele 
objeftlons  is  groundlefs,  the  latter  unavoidable ; 
fuch  a machine  is  neceflTary  to  remove  the  de- 
formity, and  a machine  for  this  purpofe  can- 
not be  conllruded  in  an  ornamental  manner ; 
therefore  the  patient’s  only  alternative  is,  to 
bear  with  the  difagreeable  appearance  of  the 
machine  as  long  as  may  be  necefTary  to  re- 
move the  deformity,  or  to  let  that  remain,  to 
find  it  continually  increafe  till  (he  arrives  at 
maturity,  and  then  to  know  that  ’tis  irreme- 
diable. 


On 
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■IV 
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On  the  probable  Advantages  that  will  attend 
the  life  of  the  improved  Spinal  Machine  for 
that  Curvature  which  accompanies  the  Para- 
lyfis  of  the  lower  Extremities. 


THE  caufe  of  this  curvature  • was  till 
lately  unknown ; every  method  was  tried  to 
remedy  It,  but  In  vain ; patients  labouring 
under  It  were  unwilling  to  defpair,  while  a 
poflibility  of  relief  remained,  they  tried  thofe 
machines  that  were  ufed  for  diftortion  of  the 
Ipine  from  other  caufes,  but  inftead  of  re- 
lieving, this  method  generally  exalperated  all 
the  fymptoms,  and  haftened  the  diffolution  of 
thofe  who  made  ufe  of  them. 

It  is  now  near  four  years  fince  Mr.  Pott 
publilhed  fome  obfervations  on  this  diforder, 
in  which  he  recommends  a mode  of  treatment 
which  he  had  found  in  part,  fuccefsful ; he 
has  lately  publlfhed  fome  additional  remarks 
which  tend  to  confirm  that  fuccefs  : the  me- 
dical 
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dical  world  are  obliged  to  Mr.  Pott  for 
the  difcovery,  but  patients  affliflied  with  the 
diforder  are  much  more  fo,  as  It  feems  to  be  a 
certain  means  of  preferving  them  from  a death 
that  was  otherways  inevitable ; but  though 
much  has  been  done  towards  curing  this  dif- 
order, there  is  ftill  room  for  confiderable  im- 
provements ; the  above-mentioned  gentleman, 
cither  fatisfied  with  having  done  fo  much,  or 
wifhing  that  no  more  may  be  done  for  this 
difeafe,  has  rather  too  haftily  fald,  that  the 
deformity  occafioned  by  it  muft  always  re- 
main : it  appears  to  me  that  this  deformity 
may  almoft  always  be  obliterated.  I will 
Hate  the  reafons  that  induce  me  to  think  fo  ; 
and  as  Mr.  Pott  is  the  only  gentleman  who 
has  written  upon  the  caufe,  as  well  as  the 
effeds  and  methods  of  treating  the  difeafe,  I 
fhall  found  the  arguments  in  fupport  of  my 
opinion  upon  information  colleded  from  his 
works. 


He 
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' He  fays, . the  primary  and  foie  caufe  of 
all  this  mifchief,  is  a dlftempered  flate  of 
the  parts  compofing,  or  in  immediate  con- 
neftion  with  the  Ipine,  tending  to,  and 
mofl:  frequently,  ending  in  a caries  of  the 
body,  or  bodies  of  one,  or  more  of  the  ver- 
tebrae  ; from  this  period,  all  the  ills  whe- 
ther  general,  or  local,  apparent  or  con^ 
cealed ; this  caufes  the  ill  health  of  the  pa- 
tient,  and,  in  time,  the  curvature.  The 
helplefs  ftate  of  the  limbs  is  only  one  con- 
fequence  of  feveral  proceeding  from  the 
« fame  caufe  ; but  tho’  this  efFe£t  is  a very" 
frequent  one,  and  always  afFefts  the  limbs 
inmearly  the  fame  manner,  yet  the  difeafe 
not  having  its  origin  in  them,  no  applica- 
tion  made  to  them  only  can  be  of  any  pof- 
« fible  ufe.» 

After  defcribing  his  method  of  cure,  he 
fays,  by  means  of  thefe  difcharges  the  erod- 
ing  caries  is  firft  checked,  or  then  {lopped  ; 
in  confequence  of  which  an  incarnation 

‘‘  takes 
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^ takes  place,  and  the  cartilages  between  the 
bodies  of  the  vertebrae  having  been  previ- 
oufly  deftroyed,  the  bones  become  united 
with  each  other  and  form  a kind  of  anchy- 
lofis. 

The  deformity  remaining  after  recovery 
is  fubjed:  to  great  uncertainty,  and  conli- 
derable  variety,  as  It  depends  on  the  degree 
of  caries,  and  the  number  of  bones  afFeded; 
In  general  It  may  be  fald,  that  where  one 
vertebra  only  is  affeded,  and  the  patient 
young,  the  curve  will  in  length  of  time, 
almoft  totally  difappear ; but  where  two  or 
three  vertebrae  are  affeded  this  cannot  be 
expeded  ; the  thing  aimed  at  is  the  con/o- 
lidation  and  union  of  the  bones,  which  had 
been  carious,  and  are  now  become  found : 
this  is  the  Jtjie  qua  non  of  the  cure,  and 
this  muft  in  fuch  cafes  render  the  curva- 
ture,  and  confequently  the  deformity 
manent ; the  iffues  will  reftore  the  ufe  of 
H the 
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the  limbs,  but  not  the  loft  figure  of  thf;^ 
fpine.” 

. It  appears  from  this  account  of  the  difeafe 
that  two  operations  are  neceflary  to  efFeft  a 
ferfeB  cure,  one  to  extirpate  the  caries  in  the 
bones,  and  remove  the  caufe  of  that  caries 
from  the  conftitution,  which  is  efFefted  by 
Mr.  Pott’s  method ; the  other,  which  is  to 
reftore  the  fpine  to  its  original  form,  he  fays 
cannot  be  done,  becaufe  it  Cannot  be  effeded 
by  the  iffues. 

This  is  drawing  a conclufion  that  Is  by  no 
means  warranted  from  the  circumftances  of 
the  difeafe ; we  may  be  cafily  convinced  that 
iffues  will  not  reftore  the  loft  figure  of  the 
fpine  ; but  as  we  know  that  a diftortlon  of 
the  fpine,  equally  great,  though  from  a dif- 
ferent caufe,  is  frequently  cured,  we  jnnft  en- 
quire why  the  fame  method  that  removes  the 
diftortion  in  the  latter,  fhould  not  alfo  remove 

it 
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it  in  the  former  Cafcj  before  we  can  allow  Mi% 
Pottos  conclufion  to  be  juft. 

In  the  onCi,  the  vertebrae  are  fimply  .dlf-* 
placed  from  their  natural  and  relative  fitua- 
tion,  and  as  foon  as  they  are  reftored  to  that 
fituation  the  cure  is  completed  t in  the  other, 
they  are  difplaced  from  that  fituation,  becaufe 
a part  of  one  or  more  vertebra  Is  deftroycd  by 
the  difeafe  ; therefore  to  effedl  a perfedt  cure, 
the  fpine  muft  be  extended,  after  the  difeafe 
is  eradicated,  and  kept  in  that  fituation  ’till 
the  lofs  of  that  part  of  the  bone  that  has  been 
deftroyed  by  the  difeafe  is  fupplied  by  the 
formation  of  a callus  ; the  fpine  will  then  have 
regained  its  ftrength,  as  well  as  its  form,  and  ^ 
no  deformity  will  remain* 

There  Is  every  reafon  to  fnppofe  that  this 
W^ould  generally'  happen,  if  the  proper  fteps 
were  taken,  and  the  patient  would  perfevere 
in  them  and  wait  with  patience  for  the  event ; 
Mr.  Pott  fays,  ‘‘  the  thing  aimed  at  is  the 

II  2 


con- 


( 52  ) 

**  conjolidatlon  and  union  of  the  bones  which  had 
been  carious,  and  are  now-become  found : 
the  progrefs  of  the  eroding  caries,  Is  firfl: 
checked,  and  then  flopped  ; in  confequence 
**  of  which  an  incarnation  takes  place,  and 
‘‘  the  cartilages  between  the  bodies  of  the 
vertebrae  having  been  previoufly  deflroyed, 
the  bones  become  united  with  each  other 
and  form  a kind  of  anchylofis. 

It  may  be  alked,  why  thefe  bones  fliould 
be  confolidated  to  be  united,  when  they  may 
be  united  without  confolidation  ? the  anchy- 
lofis can  only  be  effected  by  the  formation  of 
frefh  matter,  which  is  produced  by  an  effort 
of  nature  to  fupply  the  lofs  of  what  has  been 
deflroyed  by  the  difeafe;  this  effort  fliould 
rather  be  encouraged  than  obflrufled ; by 
permitting  the  remaining  bones  to  come  irw 
contaft,  a flop  is  put  to  the  formation  of  frefli 
matter,  the  bones  become  firmly  united,  and 
the  deformity  of  courfe  is  permanent# 


On 
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On  the  contrary,  by  keeping  the  remaining 
parts  of  the  bones  extended  as  near  their  natu- 
ral fituation.ffi  poffible,  nature  has  an  oppor- 
tunity to  exert  herfelf,  a new  offification  will 
take  place  and  entirely  fupply  the  lofs  of  what 
has  been  deftroyed ; or  if  it  does  not  fupply 
the  v/hole,  it  will  a conliderable  part,  and 
even  then  the  deformity  will  be  much  lefs 
than  it  would  be,  if  no  fuch  attempt  had  been 
made : It  is  well  known,  that  in  confequence 
of  fradures  of  the  extremities,  a great  quan- 
tity of  new  matter  is  formed  to  reunite  the 
feparated  parts ; why  therefore  may  not  the 
fame  effort  take  place  in  the  fpine,  under  fimi- 
lar  circumftances  ? 

As  there  are  fo  many  reafons  to  exped  that 
the  deformity  would  by  this  means  be  en- 
tirely eradicated,  patients  can  only  be  difllia- 
ded  from  making  the  attempt,  by  fear  of  the 
bad  confequences  of  the  machine,  or  by  ill 
founded  prejudice  : no  bad  effed  can  be  pro- 
duced by  this  machine ; the  objedions 

agalnfl 
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agalnft  the  other  machines  do  not  effedl  thls^ 
becaufe  its  method  of  aftion  is  different  from 
theirs.  When  a patient  is  put  ln;to  the  fwing, 
the  weight  of  the  whole  body  is  laid  upon  the 
fpine,  that  is  forcibly  extended  ; and,  by  thb 
means,  violent  inflammation  in  the  dlfeafed 
parts  takes  place ; by  perfifting  in  the  ufe  of 
this  machine  I have  feen  a conftant  inflamma-' 
tion  kept  up;  a ‘fever,  and  in  a fhort  time 
death  was  the  confequence  of  this  praftlce* 
The  preflure  unavoidable  from  the  tight 
lacing  of  Vacher’s  flays,  will  produce  the 
fame  effeil,  though  perhaps  in  a lefs  degree  t 
but  no  fuch  confequence  can  be  produced  by 
the  improved  fpinal  machine  ; it  has  no  vio-* 
lent  extenfion,  no  improper  prelfure ; when 
firfl  put  on  it  will  prevent  the  fpine  from  be- 
coming worfe,  it  will  extend  it  fo  gradually 
that  no  inflammation  will  be  occafioned,  and 
as  it  lays  the  patient  under  no  reftraint,  it 
may  be  worn  with  eafe  as  long  as  may  be  ne- 
ceflary  to  effeft  a cure. 
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The  caries  muft  have  deftroyed  a confider- 
able  part  of  the  vertebrae  before  the  cure  be- 
gins to  be  vifible,  and  if  not  properly  fup- 
ported,  will  enereafe  till  the  caufe  of  it  is  re- 
moved, and  the  remaining  parts  of  the  bones 
are  confolldated  and  united. 

When  patients  are  deprived  of  the  ufe  of 
their  limbs  by  this  dlfeafe,  they  muft  of 
courfe  be  confined  to  their  beds  ’till  it  is  era- 
dicated : but  when  that  is  efFe£led,  when  the 

power  of  motion  returns  they  muft  ftill  be 

/ 

confined,  or  be  in  danger  of  Increafing  the 
curvature  of  the  fplne  by  the  preffure  of  the 
fuperlor  parts,  till  the  divided  vertebrae,  are 
confolldated  and  united  this  alternative  is  dif- 
agreeable ; the  application  of  this  machine  in 
either  of  thefe  ftages  of  the  diforder  would  ef- 
fectually prevent  the  Increafe  of  the  curvature, 
and  as  the  patient  might  then  take  exercife 
without  any  danger,  it  would  contribute  to 
the  more  fpeedy  recovery  of  his  health. 


As 
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As  thefe  obfervatlons  are  founded  In  reafon, 
and  on  the  nature  of  the  parts  concerned  in 
the  difeafe,  as  they  are  intended  to  explain 
fome  confiderable  improvements  in  the  treat- 
ment of  a very  common  difeafe,  they  are  of 
confequence  to  many  Individuals,  and  I hope 
will  be  found  to  merit  fome  attention ; if  they 
prove  defeftive,  I fliall  with  pleafure  fee  them 
corrected  by  men  of  more  knowledge  and  ex- 
perience ; my  deiire  is  to  improve  a profeC* 
fion  that  is  ftill  very  imperfeft,  and  whether  I 
do  fd  myfelf,  or  afford  others,  who  may  be 
better  qualified,  materials  to  effeft  fo  defirablc 
a purpofe,  is  not  of  much  confequence ; I 
therefore  leave  them  to  the  judgment  of  my 
readers : but  fhould  this  eflay  ftrike  at  the'  \ 
root  of  the  malpraftices  of  thofe  who  are  a 
dilgrace  to  the  profeffion,  and  be  treated  by 
them  with  fcurrilous  abufe,  or  fhould  the 
man  of  real  abilities  afFefl:  to  treat  them  with 
contempt,  becaufe  they  differ  from  his  opinion, 
or  did  hot  originate  under  his  infpeftion,  I 
fhall  think  them  equally  unworthy  my  atten- 
tion ; 
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t^ntlon  ; their  condud  will  be  equally  unjuftl- 
fiable,  and  they  will  only  differ  from  each 
other,  as  Catiline  did  from  the  Emperor  Ti- 
berius ; the  former  wilhed  to  fubvert  the  order 
and  government  of  Rome,  that  he  and  his 
companions  might  revel  in  the  plunder ; while 
the  latter  induftrloufly  perfecuted  thofe  who 
endeavoured  to  become  ufeful,  even  by  the 
inoft  honourable  means,  and  wlfhed  that  all 
merit  might  expire  with  himfelf. 
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SOME  , 

observations 

0 T H E 

TREATMENT  of  RUPTURES,  &c. 

The  fituation  of  rliftu'red  patients  has 
always  been  peculiarly  unfoitunate ; 
afflided  with  a difeafe  that  is  in  itfdf  incurable, 
or  that  cannot  at  leaft,  like  moft  diforders,  be 
remedied  by  art^  and  at  the  fame  time  always 
particularly  defirous  of  obtaining  a cure,'  they 
have  been  conftantly  the  fiabjeds  of  the  moft 
cruel  operations,  or  the  dupes  of  .the  moft 
flagrant  impoftorso  ' ^ . 


The  love  of  health,  and  a defire  to  be  free 
from  difeafe,  is  natural  to  mankind  : they 
have  in  almoft  every  inftance  but  this,  placed 
the  moft  implicit  confidence  in  thofe  who 
have  made  the  cure  of  dlfeafes  their  ftudy  ; 
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men  of  the  greateft  profeffional  abilities  have 
demonftrated  the  impofliblllty  of  curing  this 
difeafe  j the  moll:  ignorant  of  men  have  boaft- 
ed  of  infallible  remedies  for  it,  they  have  ob- 
tained credit  for  a time,  their  Impoftures  have 
been  detected,  they  have  returned  to  the 
charge,  arid  always  found  frelh  encourage- 
ment ; in  Ihort,  the  credulity  of  patients  in 
this  fituation  can  only  be  equalled  by  the  af- 
furance  of  thofe  who  have  conftantly  marked 
them  for  their  prey. 

The  pra£tices  of  forrie  of  thefe  men  became 
fo  notorious,  as  to  render  a full  inveftigation 
of  the  fubjed  necelTary.  Surgeons  of  the 
greateft  abilities,  and  moft  eftabliftied  cha- 
ra6ler,  enquired  Into  the  nature  of  the  difor-»* 
der,  and  proved  by  anatomical  demonftration, 
that  they  could  not,  with  certainty,  radically 
cure  that  diforder : fuch  demonftration  as  this 
Would  have  annihilated  any  other  fet  of  im- 
poftorsj  bijt  the  perfeverance  of  a rupture 
quack  is  nearly  Infurmountable,  they  ftill  con- 
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tlnue  the  fubftance,  though  they  have  altered 
the  mode  of  their  pradice,  for  Inftead  of 
boldly  afferting  irppoflibillties,  they  only  inh- 
nuate  that  they  can  perform  them:  I fhall, 
without  going  over  the  ground  taken  by  others 
who  have  treated  this  fubje^l,  endeavour  to  col- 
IcQ.  fuch  obfervations  as  will  tend  to  fliew  the 
impracticability  of  curing  ruptures  by  any  other 
means  than  the  ufe  of  proper  truflTes  ; and  if  I 
Ihould  in  doing  fo,  throw  any  additional  light 
upon  the  fubjcft,  or  be  the  means  of  refcuing 
a Angle  patient  from  the  hands  of  a fet  of  men 
who  are  at  once  a difgrace  to  every  profeflion 
and  to  humanity,  I fliall  be  pleafed  with  re- 
fledling  that  my  time  has  not  been  employed 
in  vain. 

As  every  modern  writer  upon  this  fubje^l, 

( 

from  Mr.  Pott  down  to  Mr.  Brand,  has  been 
particular  in  defcribing  the  fymptoms,  fitua- 
tion,  &c.  of  the  various  kinds  of  hernia, 
it  will  be  needlefs  for  me  to  repeat  what  has 
been  fo  often  related,  and  is  nov/  fo  well  un- 
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derftood.  A rupture,  or  hernia,  is  the  unna* 
tural  protrufion  of  part  of  the  abdominal  vif* 
cera  through  an  aperture  made  in  fome  of  the 
containing  parts  of  the  abdomen,  occafioned  by 
a partial  relaxation  In  fome  cafes,  by  violent 
exertions  in  others. 

A RUPTURE  Is  always  dangerous,  becaufe  it 
is  continually  increafing,  and  tho’  not  imme- 
diately painful  or  harzardous,  it  may  inftantly 
become  fo,  unlefs  a radical,  or  .palliative  cure 
is  performed  : the  former  is  of  the  moft  con- 
fequence,  and  moft  to  be  wiftied  for ; let  us 
therefore  enquire  firft  whether  that  is  to  be 
obtained,  and  by  what  means. 

In  the  infancy  of  furgery,  a rupture  was 
fuppofed  to  be  as  curable  as  any  other  difor- 
der ; various  painful  operations,  which,  as 
they  are  become  obfolete  it  is  needlefs  to  de- 
feribe,  were  ufed  to  effedt  a radical  cure,  but 
always  were  unfuccefsful : modern  empirics 
have  ufed  medicinal  applications  for  the  faitie 

pur- 
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purpofe,  and  the  experience  of  a century  has 
proved  thefe  infallible  remedies  to  be  as  incf- 
fedlual  as  the  ancient  operations  ; but  as  fome 
ftill  continue  to  affert  their  efficacy,  and  others 
give  credit  to  thole  affertlons,  I will  endea- 
vour to  Ihew  why  thofe  applications  have  been, 
and  always  muft  be  ineffedlual : for  this  pur- 
pofe, I lhall  confine  myfelf  to  the  inguinal 
and  fcrotal  hernias,  becaufe  they  are  the  moft 
common ; and  as  the  alteration  produced  in 
the  parts  concerned  in  every  kind  of  hernia  is 
fimilar,  the  fame  operations  muft  take  place 
to  reftore  thofe  parts  to  their  natural  fituation, 
and  cure  every  kind  of  hernia. 

The  inguinal  hernia  defcends  from  the  ca- 
vity of  the  abdomen  through  an  aperture  in 
the  tendon  of  the  external  oblique  mufcle  de- 
figned  for  the  palTage  of  the  fpermatic  veflek, 
in  men,  and  the  ligamenta  uteri,  in  women  ; 
when  it  defcends  into  the  fcrotum,  it  is  called 
a fcrotal  hernia. 
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When  a hernia  of  this  kind  Is  fo  fmall  as 
only  to  occafion  an  apparent  fulnefs  in  the 
part,  or  even  if  a fmall  portion  of  its  contents 
are  without  the  abdomen,  and  not  attended 
with  pain,  It  may  be,  and  I believe  generally 
is,  only  occafioned  by  a relaxation  of  the 
partff : it  is  for  this  reafon,  that  ruptures  of 
this  kind  are  fo  frequently  cured  in  a few 
months  by  the  general,  or  even  the  partial  cold 
bath,  and  the  ufe  of  a proper  trufs  : but  tho* 
- this  is  generally  the  cafe,  it  does  n6t  always 
happen  ; I have  fometimes  feen  fuch  ruptures 
remain  for  many  years,  notwithftanding  the 
utmoft  care  was  taken  to  remove  them ; there-* 
fore  tho*  every  patient  under  thcfe  clrcum- 
flances,  has  great  reafon  to  expedl  a cure,  yet 
no  particular  one  fliould  be  furprifed  if  he 
forms  an  exception  to  the  general  rule. 

When  the  rupture  has  defcended  Into  the 
ferotum  or  labia,  and  is  increafed  in  fize,  a 
material  alteration  has  taken  place  in  other  cir- 
cumflanccs,  which  render  the  radical  cure 


more 


( 6^  ) 

more  , difficult,  as  well  as  uncertain  : the  fper- 
matic  vefTels,  and  the  ligamenta  uteri  are, 
when  in  their  natural  ftate,  connedled  with 
the  furrounding  parts  by  a portion  of  cellular 
membrane ; the  rupture  defcends  in  imme- 
diate contact  with  the  fpermatic  veffels  and 
ligamenta  uteri,  it  divides  them  from  the 
furrounding  parts,  and  of  courfe  muft  lacerate 
the  cellular  membrane  ; to  effeft,  therefore, 
the  radical  cure  of  a rupture  under  thefe  cir- 
cumftances,  the  protuded  parts  muft  be  re- 
turned into  the  abdomen,  they  muft  be  re- 
tained  there,  and  the  parts  that  have  been  la- 
cerated by  its  defcent  muft  be  re-united. 

Nature,  by  the  affiftance  of  a proper  ban- 
dage frequently  eftedls  this,  but  th^re  is  no 
artificial  method  of  performing  it ; there  is  no 
lymptom  by  which  we  can  tell  if  It  Is  per- 
formed, without  expofing  the  patient  to  addi- 
tional danger,  and  therefore  no  man  of  char- 
acter will  undertake  the  radical  cure  of  a 
rupture. 


K 


The 


( 66  ) 

The  pradllce,  as  well  as  the  opinion  of  every 
eminent  man  in  the  medical  profeffion  is  in 
favour  of  this  aflertion  ; but  was  I to  leave  it 
unfupported  by  argument,  thofe  whofe  Intereft 
might  induce  them  to  miflead  their  patients, 
would  afFe£l  to  treat  it  as  an  unfounded  afler- 
tlon  ; I lhall  therefore  produce  what  appear  to 
be  convincing  reafons  in  fupport  of  it : after 
the  rupture  is  returned,  the  deftred  re-union 
of  the  feparated  parts  can  only  be  effefted  by 
forming  adhefions  between  them  ; and  adhe^ 
lions  can  only  be  formed  by  exciting  a degree 
of  inflammation  : if  any  external  application 
therefore  could  cure  a rupture,  i^  mull  be  by 
exciting  a degree  of  inflammation  ; if  fuch  ap- 
plications were  at  all  advifeable,  it  would  be 
neceflary  to  know  the  exa^l  degree  of  inflam- 
mation requilite  to  have  the  defired  efFeft,  we 
Ihould  be  certain  of  exciting  neither  more  or 
lefs  than  the  exaft  degree  of  inflammation  ne- 
ceflary, and  when  this  was  done,  we  ought 
to  know  by  fome  certain  lymptom  whether 
tlic  cure  was  elfedtcd  or  not : no  man  can  an- 
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fwer  for  the  effed  of  fuch  applications  with 
the  neceffary  degree  of  exaftnefs,  there  is  no 
fymptom  by  which  we  can  tell  if  the  cure  is 
effefted,  unlefs  the  trufs  is  taken  away  and  the 
rupture  does  not  return  ; and  if  the  trufs  was 
taken  away  before  the  rupture  was  well,  the 
patient  muft  be  ^expofed  to  additional  rilk  ; 
for  thefe  reafons,  I think  that  no  man  who 
underftands  the  nature  of  the  diforder,  who 
values  his  own  charafter,.  or  the  health  of  his 
patient  will  attempt  or  promife  to  perform  the 
radical  cure  of  a rupture. 

I DO  not  think  fuch  an  attempt  would  be 
advifeable,  upon  any  occafion ; I only  mention 
this  to  flhew,  that  if  any  thing  for  this  pur- 
pofe  was  to  be  recommended,  it  muft  be  cal- 
culated to  have  the  above-mentioned  effect ; 
but  fuppofing,  for  the  argument  fake,  that 
thefe  people  really  believe  they  can  cure  a 
rupture,  let  us  enquire  how  they  have  dif- 
played  their  knowledge  in  preparing  the  ap- 
plications they  make  ufe  of. 
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The  pretended  fecrets  of  all  the  rupture 
quacks  that  have  flouriflied  within  the  laft 
century  are  well  known ; they  have  been  co- 
pied from  each  other,  and  all  confift  princi- 
pally of  aftringents  ; it  is  therefore  neceffary 
to  know  whether  aftringent  applications  will 
have  the  above-mentioned  effedts  : it  appears 
to  me  that  their  effedts  muft  be  very  differeiTt, 
becaufe  they  adt  like  the  cold  bath,  and  con- 
trad):  all  parts  they  are  applied  to  into  a lefs 
ipace  than  they  occupied  before  ; if  therefore 
they  are  applied  to  any  part  that  has  been  la- 
cerated, they,  by  contradling  each  colledlive 
body  of  mufcular  fibres  into  a lefier  fpace,  will 
bring  thofe  that  are  already  in  contadl,  nearer 
to  each  other,  confcqnently  increafe  the  dif- 
tance  between  thofe  that  are  already  feparated ; 
and,  for  this  reafon,  no  aftringent  application 
» can  ever  cure  a rupture. 

Having  thus  fhewn  the  Impradllcability  of 
curing  a rupture  by  thefe  methods,  I may 
poflibly  be  afked  If  a rupture  Is  at  all  curable, 

and 
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and  by  what  methods  it  is  fo  ? to  this  I need 
not  hefitate  to  anfwer,  that  if  it  can  be  re- 
turned into  the  abdomen,  it  may  certainly  be 
palliatively  cured,  and  is  frequently  by  the 
fame  methods,  cured  radically : this  is  an 
event,  in  itfelf  fo  uncertain,  that  no  man  of 
knowledge  or  experience  can  give  a politive 
opinion  upon  it ; and  as  no  method  can  be  ufed 
with  a certainty  of  fuccefs,  patients  fhould  be 
fatisfied  if  they  are  kept  out  of  the  reach  of 
danger,  and  truft  to  nature  for  a radical  cure  : 
every  one  that  has  deviated  from  that  line  of 
coiiduft,  and  trufted  to  the  promlies  of  em- 
pirics has  had,  and  all  thofe  who  follow  the 
fame  courfe  will  have  more  than  one  reafoa 
to  repent  it. 

If  then  we  examine  the  difference  between 
the  radical,  and  the  palliative  cure  of  ruptures, 
we  fhall  find  the  one  to  be  a reftoratlon  of  the 
natural  power  of  retaining  the  vifcera  in  the  ab- 
domen, without  the  affiftance  of  a trufs ; and 

the  other,  the  art  of  fupplying  the  deficiency 
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of  that  power,  by  the  ufe  of  a proper  trufs  : 
after  what  has  been  faid,  patients  will  cer- 
tainly give  me  credit,  when  I Inform  them 
that  this  is  not  only  the'opinion  of  all  the  fa- 
culty, but  of  that  man  who  Is,  even  by  his 
oWn  account,  the,  moft  extraordinary  rupture 
curer  of  the  prefent  day. 

This  Gentleman  has  lately  publllhed  a 
a new  and  improved  method  of  treatment  and 
cure:  by  which  it  appears,  that  he  thinks  the 
difference  between  the  radical  and  palliative 
cure  to  be  merely  In  the  patient’s  mind  ; to 
that  therefore  he  applies  his  new  and  improved 
method  of  treatment  and  cure^  which  is  limply 
this  ; after  reducing  the  rupture,  he  applies 
his  truffes,  pays  a reafonable  number  of  vlfits, 
tells  the  patient  he  Is  well,  but  mull  continue 
to  wear  his  truffes,  as  a prevention  f and  de- 
mands from  fifty  to  an  hundred  guineas  for 

* The  reader  will  determine  whether  this  is  to  pre^ 
vent  the  return  of  the  diforder,  or  a difeovery  of  the  ini- 
poiition* 

his 
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his  trouble,  In  proportion  to  the  patient’s  clr- 
cumftances ; if  they  comply  with  the  latter 
part  of  fels  advice,  they  are  well  of  courfe  ; but 
if  they  lay  afide  their  trulTes  to  afcertain  the 
cure,  they  difcover  that  they,  like  Orpheus, 
have  by  one  premature  piece  of  curipfity  de- 
ftroyed  a vifion,  which  might  have  made  them . 
happy  for  life;  they  find  that  their  rupture 
defcends  as  much  as  it  did  before  the  cure  was 
accomplifhed. 

If  patients  will  obftinately  feek  for,  demon* 
ftration  of  their  illnefs,  after  paying  fifty  or 
one  hundred  guineas  to  be  told  they  are  well, 
^they  can  only  blame  themfelves  for  the  dlfa- 
greeable  refleftions  fuch  demonftration  muft 
occafion  : nor  is  the  author  of  this  new  and 
improved  method  of  treatment  and  cure  juftly 
cenfurable,  for  wifhing  to  conceal  this  difa^ 
greeable  clrcumftance  from  them  : if  the  prac- 
tice of  this  extraordinary  furgeon  Is  fo  fuccefs- 
ful,  as  he  afferts  it  to  be,  the  ignorance  of 
every  modern  writer  upon  this  fubjefl,  is  iii- 
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cxcufable,  for  they  fay  we  can  only  be  certain 
of  effedlng  a palliative  cure ; and  for  the  fame 
reafon,  the  pradtice  of  thofe  who  pretend  to 
reputation  for  their  treatment  of  ruptures,  is 
injurious  to  their  own  intereft,  as  well  as  that 
of  their  patients  ; as,  by  adopting  his  method, 
they  might  not  only  radically  cure  every 
rupture  in  the  kingdom,  and  be  well  paid  for 
doing  fo,  but  at  the  fame  time  fecure  a cen- 
fiderable  income  to  themfelves,  by  making 
truffes  for  all  their  patients,  during  the  reft  of 
their  lives.  . 

If'  the  patient  is  radically  cure^,  of  what  ufe 
is  the  trufs  ? if  he  is  not,  why  does  this  man 
pretend  to  cure  him,  and  give  advice  which, 
if  followed,  v/ill  conceal  the  deception  ? this 
condudl  betrays  the  grofleft  ignorance,  or  the 
moft  fraudulent  deceit : I leave  this  extraordi- 
nary furgeon  to  claim  which  of  thefe  qualities 
he  pleafes  ; or  if  he  can  make  good  his  pre- 
tenfions  to  any  other,  by  dint  of  reafon  and 
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argument,  he  (hall  llkewife  be  extremely  wel^ 
come  to  it# 

He  poffibly  may  not  cbtife  to  come  upon 
this  ground  5 he  may  fay  that  his  method  of 
curing  ruptures  is  a fecret^  which  he  does  not 
think  proper  to  divulge  j and  this  argument 
may  have  fome  weight  with  thofe  who  place 
confidence  in  charms  \ but  every  other  perfon 
will  tell  him,  that  ail  thofe  who  ever  pretended 
to  cure  ruptures  by  charms,  or  fecrets,  have  In 
the  end  been  proved  impoftors  % that  if  a rup- 
ture is  curable  by  other  means  than  the  fimple 
application  of  a proper  trufs,  that  method  can 
only  be  difcovered  by  the  moft  intenfe  ftudy, 
and  greatefl:  application  : they  will  tell  him, 
that  a man  capable  of  making  fiich  a difeovery, 
muft  be  poffelfed  of  talents  far  greater  than 
thofe  of  all  his  contemporaries  or  predeceffors;;' 
fuch  a man  by  demonfl; rating  the  principles  at 
leaft,  upon  which  his  difeovery  was  founded, 
would  eftablilh  his  own  fame  beyond  the  reach 
of  any  rival,  or  imitator;  and  fuch.  conduft 
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would  Infure  him  an  encreafe  of  wealthy  equal 
to  the  encreafe  of  his  reputation : this  is  a 
profpeft  which  no  man  would  forego,  if  he 
even ' dared  to  think  he  deferved  it : but  the 
man  who  Is  confcious  that  his  fecret  is  a trick, 
or  whofe  trick  Is  to  perfuade  the  world  he  is 
in  poffeffion  of  a fecret,  will  fhrink  from  the 
trial ; confcious  of  the  weaknefs  of  his  caufe, 
he  will  decline  giving  the  proofs,  and  refufe  to 
fhew  even  the  foundation  of  its  merit ; by  this 
condudV,  and  by  alTuming  an  importance  that 
he  has  not  the  fhadow  of  a pretenfion  to,  he 
will  prove  in  the  cleareil:  manner,  that  he  is 
even  beneath  contempt. 

Though  I am  willing  to  give  this  gentle- 
man credit  for  as  much  merit  as  he  pretends 
to,  I can  by  no  means  allow  the  juftice  of  his 
pretenlions  to  the  invention  of  the  new  and  im- 
proved method  of  treatment  and  cure\  it  has 
been  pradllfed  as  long  as  any  kind  of  quackery 
in  rupture  cafes : thofe  profellions  that  may  be 
called  appendages  to  furgery,  originated  at  the 
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fame  period,  and  approached  towards  perfec- 
tion by  the  fame  degrees  with  that  art: 
truffes  therefore  were  till  lately  peculiarly  im- 
perfed,  and  patients  who  ufed  them  were 
liable  to  many  inconveniences  : in  order  to  in- 
duce patients  to  fubmit  to  the  various  opera- 
tions that  were  invented  to  perform  the  radi- 
cal cure  of  ruptures,  particular  ftrefs  was  laid 
upon  the  advantage  of  being  without  a trufs ; 
if  they  fubmitted  to  thefe  operations,  they 
were  told,  it  was  neceffary  to  wear  the  trufs 
till  the  parts  were  healed ; after  they  were 
healed,  till  they  acquired  ftrength ; and  if  at 
laft  the  patients  laid  their  truffes  afide  and 
their  ruptures  returned,  they  were  informed 
it  was  only  becaufe  they  had  laid  them  afide 
too  foon : it  is  needlefs  to  remark  the  refem- 
blance  between  this  conduft  and  our  extraor- 
binary  furgeons  advice  to  his  patients,  viz.  to 
wear  truffes  conftantly,  after  the  radical  cure 
is  performed,  by  way  of  prevention* 
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If  patients  fhould  be  convinced  that  a pro-, 
per  trufs  is  the  only  remedy  that  can  be  ob- 
tained for  the  radical,  or  palliative  cure  of  a 
rupture^  they  may  naturally  alk  what  confti- 
tutes,  and.  where  proper  trulTes  are  to  be  pro- 
cured?. A proper  trufs  is  an  inftrument  that 
will  both  efiedtually  keep  the  contents  of  thc; 
rupture,  when  returned,  in  their  natural  fitua-. 
tion,  and  with  moft  eafq  to  the  patient ; it 
muft  be  rpade  fui table  to  the  peculiarities  of- 
every  patient’s  cafe,  and  therefore  as  no  two 
cafes  are  exactly  thq  fame,  thofe  inftrumentS' 

m - ' \ 

muft  neceffarily  be  different;  from  each  other ; 
as  the  principles  upon  which  thefe  inftruments 
are  made,  are  now  well  known,  and  as  any 
man  who  will  pay  proper  attention  to  acquire 
a knowledge  of  the  diforder,  can  make  them 
with  propriety,  it  is  probable  that  many  men; 
may  be,  fpund,  who  are  capable  of  making  and 
<ij>plymg.  proper  V^ujfes^ 

It  may  be  faid  there  are  patent  elaftic 
tfuffes,  and  that  thefe  muft,  on  that  account, 

be 
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be  different  from,  and  better  than  thofe  made 
by  other  people ; this  is  certainly  poffible,  but 
by  no  means  true. 

I HAVE  faid  that  the  truffes  formerly  ufed, 
were  inconvenient  and  dangerous  : when  fome 
men  of  real  knowledge  had  proved,  to  a de- 
monftration,  that  the  only  method  of  curing 
the  difordcr,  was  by  means  of  thofe  bandages ; 
others  endeavoured  to  improve  them,  and 
make  them  as  ealy  and  agreeable  to  the  pa- 
tient as  polRble  : I have  now  in  my  pofleflion 
a pamphlet  written  by  Mr.  Blakey,  who  was  * 
really  the  inventor  of  the  elajltc  bandages  for 
ruptures.  In  which  he  places  the  date  of  that 
invention  in  the  year  1733:  he  lived  fome 
years  in  France,  but  afterwards  fettled  in  Lon- 
don, where  he  made  his  invention  public ; its 
fuperiority  was  fo  evident  that  it  was  brought 
into  general  ufe,  and  has  been  almoft  univer- 
fally  pradiced  ever  fince. 
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Several  years  after  that  time,  a man 
iprung  from  the  dregs  of  the  people,  aiid  det 
titute  of  principle  and  charader,  forced  him- 
felf  into  the  profeffion  ; not  contented  with  a 
tolerable  degree  of  fuccefs,  he  formed  a defign 
to  engrofs  the  whole  bufinefs  to  himfelf ; he 
pretended  to  be  the  inventor  of  elaftic  truflfes, 
took  out  a patent,  and  profecuted  feveral  trufs 
makers  for  pirating  what  he  called  his  inven- 
tion ; on  the  trial  of  one  of  thofe  caufes,  the 
fads  above-mentioned  were  fully  proved,  and 
by  a verdid  of  the  court  of  King's  Bench  his 
invention  was  declared^to  be  an  impofition. 

This  tranfadlon  was  as  public  as  any  deci- 
fion  of  that  court  could  be,  but  notwithftand- 
ing  the  notoriety  of  that  impofition,  the  Ion  of 
this  man  has  lately  publilhed  a pamphlet,  in 
which  he  infinuates  the  great  fuperlority  of  his 
fatent  elaftic  irujj'es  but  has  not  attempted  to 
prove  that  he  had  obtained  a patent,  after  his 
fathers  was  declared  to  be  an  impofition  j or 
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ferent  from  thofe  made  by  his  father,  or  any 
other  of  the  profefGon  : the  motive  of  his  fi- 
lence  upon  this  head.  It  is  needlefs  to  point 
out;  the  juftice  of  his  pretenfions  is  well 
known  ; but  if  any  thing  can  confirm  the  opi- 
nion generally  entertained  of  his  merit.  It  muft 
be  that  of  his  own  father;  even  his  father, 
who.  It  Is  reafonable  to  fuppofe,  was  beft  ac- 
quainted with  his  abilities,  as  well  as  partial 
to  the  merit  of  an  only  Ibn,  calls  him  the  mojl 
impudent  of  trifers^  and  fays,  he  is  above  meanly 
filching  a reputation ; hut  with  a moJl  becoming 
boldnejs  fnatches  at  it^  even  when  it  is  out  of 
fight.  See  the  Rupture  Curers  Dllplayed,  p,  22. 

The  particular  aftlons  of  one  of  thefe  men, 
are  nearly  configned  to  oblivion ; the  other  is 
too  contemptible  for  notice  ; I fhould  never 
have  troubled  myfelf  with  either,  or  forced 
them  upon  my  readers  attention  for  a moment, 
if  the  latter  had  not  attempted  to  revive  an 
impofture  that  had  been  fo  fully  detefted ; 
not  by  endeavouring  to  prove  its  merit,  but  by 
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infinuatlng  his  own ; and  charging  all  the  reft 
of  the  profellion  with  Ignorance  and  prefump- 
tion:  in  this  attempt  he  has  failed;  he  has 
only  ajfertedxht  ignorance  and  prefumptlon  of 
the  reft  of  the  profeflion,  but  he  has  given 
convincing  proofs  of  his  own:  however,  from 
his  want  of  fuccefs  In  this,  and  his  condu£t  on 
every  other  occafion,  he  will  derive  a reflec- 
tion, that  muft  always  afford  fatisfadlion  to  a 
man  of  his  honour  and  fenfbility : he  will  con- 
fider,  that  he  has  juftified  the  opinion  his  fa- 
ther entertained  of  him,  and  refleil  with 
pleafure,  that  like  a dutiful  fon,  he  has  uni- 
formly exerted  himfelf  through  life  to  prove, 
that  tho’  his  progenitor’s  veracity  was  not 
always  to  be  depended  upon,  he  undoubtedly 
fpoke  the  truth, — at  leaft  once  in  his  life. 

As  the  utility  of  thefe  bandages  becomes 
more  generally  known,  it  is  probable  that  in- 
genius men  may  ftill  make  confiderable  Im- 
provements in  them  ; but  whatever  thofe  im* 
provements  may  be,  they  will  be  capable  of 
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flration,  and  the  makers  of  them  will  be  will- 
ing, as  well  as  capable  of  explaining  the  na- 
ture of  them,  as,  by  that  conduft  only,  they 
can  eftabllfh-  their  reputation  upon  a lafting 
foundation  : men  of  a different  defcription  will 
be  equally  defirous  of  fame  and  profit,  though 
lefs  fcrupulous  In  their  methods  of  obtaining 
them ; and,  after  the  numerous  frauds  that 
have  been  praftifed  upon  ruptured  patients,  and 
fo  repeatedly  detefled,  prudence  would  prompt 
every  perfon*  in  that  fituatlon,  to  give  no  man 
credit  for  more  merit  in  this  profeffion,  than 
he  can  demonftrate  the  juftice  of  his  preten- 
fions  to  ; fince  it  has  been  fully  proved,  that 
even  a patent  may  be  procured  by  them,  to 
fupport  tin  impofitlon. 

As  the  opinions  of  all  the  faculty,  as  well 
as  the  moft  eminent  men,  who  have  made  this 
diforder  the  objefl:  of  their  particular  ftudy, 
have  not  convinced  patients  in  general,  of  the 
imprafticability  of  curing  ruptures  by  any  ocher 
means  than  the  ufe  of  proper  trufles,  it  would 
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be  the  gteateft  prefumption  in  me,  to  fuppofe 
that  I could  efFefl:  fo  dehrable  a purpofe ; as, 
however,  it  would  be  of  effential  fervice  to  a 
very  numerous  part  of  mankind,  if  it  could 
be  effedted,  I think  myfelf  juftifiable  in  make- 
ing  the  attempt,  and  can  only  regret  the 
want  of  power  to  infure  fuccefs  : thofe  who 
are  not  to  be  convinced  by  arguments,  will 
feek  for  experience ; they  will  confide  in  the 
promifes  of  men  who  affert  their  abilities  to 
cure  the  diforder ; and  after  having  loft  their 
time,  their  money,  injuring  their  health, 
and  probably  endangering  their  lives,  they  will 
be  convinced  of  the  fallacy  of  fuch  promifes ; 
they  will  find  themfelves  under  the  neceffity 
of  returning  to  thefimpleft,  to  the  only  reme- 
dy ; and  they  will  join  with  the  faculty,  and 
thofe  patients  who  have  been  as  credulous  as 
themfelves,  in  aflerting  that  every  profeft 
rupture  curer^  is  a flagrant  ijmpoftor. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


SINCE  the  precedittg  Obfervatlons  were 
printed,  the  author  has  had  fome  op- 
portunities of  trying  fome  elaftic  truffes  made 
upon  an  improved  conftrudion ; he  intended 
to  add  fome  obfervations  to  prove  their  fupe- 
rior  utility ; but  as  his  leifure  would  not  per- 
mit him  to  prepare  them  immediately  for  the 
prefs,  that  would  have  delayed  the  publication 
for  fome  time ; for  this  reafon  he  has  pub- 
lillied  it  without  them.  This,  however,  will 
be  no  additional  expence  to  the  purchafers  of 
this  Effay,  who  may  receive  them  by  applying 
to  the  different  bookfellers  when  they  are 
printed,  which  will  probably  be  in  three 
weeks  or  a month  at  fartheft. 
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ERRATA. 

Pa^e  I.  For^  nothing  would  be  more  eafily  prevented,  rea<f^ 
they  might  in  general  be  eailly  prevented. 

4.  For^  Mr.  Pott  firft  publiflied  an  account  of  the  caufe 
of  that  diforder,  and  a method  of  treating  it,  read^ 
a fuccefsful  method  of  treating  it. 

7.  For^  prefliire  in  fome  of  the  bones  of  the  thorax,  read^ 
on  fome  of  the  bones,  &c. 

15.  For^  they  have  no  motion  independent  of  thofe  verte- 
brae, and  they  are  exadtly  parallel  to  each  other, 
while  the  fpine  is  in  its  natural  fituation,  read^  they 
are  fo  dependent  upon  the  vertebrae  they  are  attached 
to,  that  they  will  feldom  be  forced  out  of  this  natural  ' 
lituation  but  in  confequence  of  an  alteration  in  the 
figure  of  the  fpine  ; while  that  is  ftrait  they  are  ex- 
aAly  parallel  to  each  other ; this,  &c. 

Hid.  For,  Monf.  Vacher,  read,  Monf.  Lc  Vacher. 

39,  Note,  For,  haymakers,  &c.  foldiers  have,  read,  hay- 
makers, foldiers,  &c.  have 

^3.  For,  effort,  read,  effedl. 

54.  For,  laid  upon  the  fpine,  that  is  forcibly  extended, 
read,  laid  upon  the  fpine,  which  is  by  this  means 
forcibly  extended. 

69.  For,  as  no  method  can  be  ufed  with  a certainty  of 
fuccefs,  read,  as  no  means  can  be  ufed  for  this  pur- 
pofe  with  a probability  of  fuccefs. 

72,  Line  6,  inftead  of,  as  by  adopting,  read,  for  by  adopt- 
ing. 

80,  him  7,  for,  in  this,  read,  on  this,  &c. 
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